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Figure 29.6. UART Multi-Processor Mode Interconnect Diagram
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x98; Bit-Addressable

SFR Definition 29.1. SCON0: Serial Port 0 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name S0MODE MCE0 REN0 TB80 RB80 TI0 RI0

Type R/W R R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 S0MODE Serial Port 0 Operation Mode.
Selects the UART0 Operation Mode.
0: 8-bit UART with Variable Baud Rate.
1: 9-bit UART with Variable Baud Rate.

6 Unused Read = 1b. Write = Don’t Care.

5 MCE0 Multiprocessor Communication Enable.

For Mode 0 (8-bit UART): Checks for valid stop bit.

0: Logic level of stop bit is ignored.
1: RI0 will only be activated if stop bit is logic level 1.
For Mode 1 (9-bit UART): Multiprocessor Communications Enable.

0: Logic level of ninth bit is ignored.
1: RI0 is set and an interrupt is generated only when the ninth bit is logic 1.

4 REN0 Receive Enable.

0: UART0 reception disabled.
1: UART0 reception enabled.

3 TB80 Ninth Transmission Bit.

The logic level of this bit will be sent as the ninth transmission bit in 9-bit UART Mode 
(Mode 1). Unused in 8-bit mode (Mode 0).

2 RB80 Ninth Receive Bit.

RB80 is assigned the value of the STOP bit in Mode 0; it is assigned the value of the 
9th data bit in Mode 1.

1 TI0 Transmit Interrupt Flag.

Set by hardware when a byte of data has been transmitted by UART0 (after the 8th bit 
in 8-bit UART Mode, or at the beginning of the STOP bit in 9-bit UART Mode). When 
the UART0 interrupt is enabled, setting this bit causes the CPU to vector to the UART0 
interrupt service routine. This bit must be cleared manually by software.

0 RI0 Receive Interrupt Flag. 

Set to 1 by hardware when a byte of data has been received by UART0 (set at the 
STOP bit sampling time). When the UART0 interrupt is enabled, setting this bit to 1 
causes the CPU to vector to the UART0 interrupt service routine. This bit must be 
cleared manually by software.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x99

SFR Definition 29.2. SBUF0: Serial (UART0) Port Data Buffer

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SBUF0[7:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 SBUF0 Serial Data Buffer Bits 7:0 (MSB–LSB).

This SFR accesses two registers; a transmit shift register and a receive latch register. 
When data is written to SBUF0, it goes to the transmit shift register and is held for 
serial transmission. Writing a byte to SBUF0 initiates the transmission. A read of 
SBUF0 returns the contents of the receive latch.



C8051F96x

409 Rev. 1.0

Table 29.1. Timer Settings for Standard Baud Rates 
Using The Internal 24.5 MHz Oscillator

Frequency: 24.5 MHz

Target 
Baud Rate 

(bps)

Baud Rate 
% Error

 Oscilla-
tor Divide 

Factor

Timer Clock 
Source

SCA1–SCA0
(pre-scale 

select)1

T1M1 Timer 1 
Reload 

Value (hex)

S
Y

S
C

L
K

 fr
o

m
 

In
te

rn
al

 O
sc

.

230400 –0.32% 106 SYSCLK XX2 1 0xCB

115200 –0.32% 212 SYSCLK XX 1 0x96

57600 0.15% 426 SYSCLK XX 1 0x2B

28800 –0.32% 848 SYSCLK/4 01 0 0x96

14400 0.15% 1704 SYSCLK/12 00 0 0xB9

9600 –0.32% 2544 SYSCLK/12 00 0 0x96

2400 –0.32% 10176 SYSCLK/48 10 0 0x96

1200 0.15% 20448 SYSCLK/48 10 0 0x2B

Notes:
1. SCA1–SCA0 and T1M bit definitions can be found in Section 32.1.
2. X = Don’t care.

Table 29.2. Timer Settings for Standard Baud Rates 
Using an External 22.1184 MHz Oscillator

Frequency: 22.1184 MHz

Target 
Baud Rate 

(bps)

Baud Rate 
% Error

 Oscilla-
tor Divide 

Factor

Timer Clock 
Source

SCA1–SCA0
(pre-scale 

select)1

T1M1 Timer 1 
Reload 

Value (hex)

S
Y

S
C

L
K

 fr
o

m
 

E
xt

er
na

l O
sc

.

230400 0.00% 96 SYSCLK XX2 1 0xD0

115200 0.00% 192 SYSCLK XX 1 0xA0

57600 0.00% 384 SYSCLK XX 1 0x40

28800 0.00% 768 SYSCLK / 12 00 0 0xE0

14400 0.00% 1536 SYSCLK / 12 00 0 0xC0

9600 0.00% 2304 SYSCLK / 12 00 0 0xA0

2400 0.00% 9216 SYSCLK / 48 10 0 0xA0

1200 0.00% 18432 SYSCLK / 48 10 0 0x40
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S
Y

S
C

LK
 fr

om
 

In
te

rn
a

l O
sc

.

230400 0.00% 96 EXTCLK / 8 11 0 0xFA

115200 0.00% 192 EXTCLK / 8 11 0 0xF4

57600 0.00% 384 EXTCLK / 8 11 0 0xE8

28800 0.00% 768 EXTCLK / 8 11 0 0xD0

14400 0.00% 1536 EXTCLK / 8 11 0 0xA0

9600 0.00% 2304 EXTCLK / 8 11 0 0x70

Notes:
1. SCA1–SCA0 and T1M bit definitions can be found in Section 32.1.
2. X = Don’t care.

Table 29.2. Timer Settings for Standard Baud Rates 
Using an External 22.1184 MHz Oscillator

Frequency: 22.1184 MHz

Target 
Baud Rate 

(bps)

Baud Rate 
% Error

 Oscilla-
tor Divide 

Factor

Timer Clock 
Source

SCA1–SCA0
(pre-scale 

select)1

T1M1 Timer 1 
Reload 

Value (hex)
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30.  Enhanced Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI0)

The Enhanced Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI0) provides access to a flexible, full-duplex synchronous 
serial bus. SPI0 can operate as a master or slave device in both 3-wire or 4-wire modes, and supports mul-
tiple masters and slaves on a single SPI bus. The slave-select (NSS) signal can be configured as an input 
to select SPI0 in slave mode, or to disable Master Mode operation in a multi-master environment, avoiding 
contention on the SPI bus when more than one master attempts simultaneous data transfers. NSS can 
also be configured as a chip-select output in master mode, or disabled for 3-wire operation. Additional gen-
eral purpose port I/O pins can be used to select multiple slave devices in master mode.

Figure 30.1. SPI Block Diagram
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30.1.  Signal Descriptions
The four signals used by SPI0 (MOSI, MISO, SCK, NSS) are described below. 

30.1.1. Master Out, Slave In (MOSI)

The master-out, slave-in (MOSI) signal is an output from a master device and an input to slave devices. It 
is used to serially transfer data from the master to the slave. This signal is an output when SPI0 is operat-
ing as a master and an input when SPI0 is operating as a slave. Data is transferred most-significant bit 
first. When configured as a master, MOSI is driven by the MSB of the shift register in both 3- and 4-wire 
mode.

30.1.2. Master In, Slave Out (MISO)

The master-in, slave-out (MISO) signal is an output from a slave device and an input to the master device. 
It is used to serially transfer data from the slave to the master. This signal is an input when SPI0 is operat-
ing as a master and an output when SPI0 is operating as a slave. Data is transferred most-significant bit 
first. The MISO pin is placed in a high-impedance state when the SPI module is disabled and when the SPI 
operates in 4-wire mode as a slave that is not selected. When acting as a slave in 3-wire mode, MISO is 
always driven by the MSB of the shift register.

30.1.3. Serial Clock (SCK)

The serial clock (SCK) signal is an output from the master device and an input to slave devices. It is used 
to synchronize the transfer of data between the master and slave on the MOSI and MISO lines. SPI0 gen-
erates this signal when operating as a master. The SCK signal is ignored by a SPI slave when the slave is 
not selected (NSS = 1) in 4-wire slave mode.

30.1.4. Slave Select (NSS)

The function of the slave-select (NSS) signal is dependent on the setting of the NSSMD1 and NSSMD0 
bits in the SPI0CN register. There are three possible modes that can be selected with these bits:

1. NSSMD[1:0] = 00: 3-Wire Master or 3-Wire Slave Mode: SPI0 operates in 3-wire mode, and NSS is 
disabled. When operating as a slave device, SPI0 is always selected in 3-wire mode. Since no select 
signal is present, SPI0 must be the only slave on the bus in 3-wire mode. This is intended for point-
to-point communication between a master and one slave.

2. NSSMD[1:0] = 01: 4-Wire Slave or Multi-Master Mode: SPI0 operates in 4-wire mode, and NSS is 
enabled as an input. When operating as a slave, NSS selects the SPI0 device. When operating as a 
master, a 1-to-0 transition of the NSS signal disables the master function of SPI0 so that multiple 
master devices can be used on the same SPI bus.

3. NSSMD[1:0] = 1x: 4-Wire Master Mode: SPI0 operates in 4-wire mode, and NSS is enabled as an 
output. The setting of NSSMD0 determines what logic level the NSS pin will output. This 
configuration should only be used when operating SPI0 as a master device.

See Figure 30.2, Figure 30.3, and Figure 30.4 for typical connection diagrams of the various operational 
modes. Note that the setting of NSSMD bits affects the pinout of the device. When in 3-wire master or 
3-wire slave mode, the NSS pin will not be mapped by the crossbar. In all other modes, the NSS signal will 
be mapped to a pin on the device. See Section “27. Port Input/Output” on page 351 for general purpose 
port I/O and crossbar information.

30.2.  SPI0 Master Mode Operation
A SPI master device initiates all data transfers on a SPI bus. SPI0 is placed in master mode by setting the 
Master Enable flag (MSTEN, SPI0CN.6). Writing a byte of data to the SPI0 data register (SPI0DAT) when 
in master mode writes to the transmit buffer. If the SPI shift register is empty, the byte in the transmit buffer 
is moved to the shift register, and a data transfer begins. The SPI0 master immediately shifts out the data 
serially on the MOSI line while providing the serial clock on SCK. The SPIF (SPI0CN.7) flag is set to logic 
1 at the end of the transfer. If interrupts are enabled, an interrupt request is generated when the SPIF flag 
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is set. While the SPI0 master transfers data to a slave on the MOSI line, the addressed SPI slave device 
simultaneously transfers the contents of its shift register to the SPI master on the MISO line in a full-duplex 
operation. Therefore, the SPIF flag serves as both a transmit-complete and receive-data-ready flag. The 
data byte received from the slave is transferred MSB-first into the master's shift register. When a byte is 
fully shifted into the register, it is moved to the receive buffer where it can be read by the processor by 
reading SPI0DAT. 

When configured as a master, SPI0 can operate in one of three different modes: multi-master mode, 3-wire 
single-master mode, and 4-wire single-master mode. The default, multi-master mode is active when NSS-
MD1 (SPI0CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI0CN.2) = 1. In this mode, NSS is an input to the device, and is 
used to disable the master SPI0 when another master is accessing the bus. When NSS is pulled low in this 
mode, MSTEN (SPI0CN.6) and SPIEN (SPI0CN.0) are set to 0 to disable the SPI master device, and a 
Mode Fault is generated (MODF, SPI0CN.5 = 1). Mode Fault will generate an interrupt if enabled. SPI0 
must be manually re-enabled in software under these circumstances. In multi-master systems, devices will 
typically default to being slave devices while they are not acting as the system master device. In multi-mas-
ter mode, slave devices can be addressed individually (if needed) using general-purpose I/O pins. 
Figure 30.2 shows a connection diagram between two master devices in multiple-master mode.

3-wire single-master mode is active when NSSMD1 (SPI0CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI0CN.2) = 0. In this 
mode, NSS is not used, and is not mapped to an external port pin through the crossbar. Any slave devices 
that must be addressed in this mode should be selected using general-purpose I/O pins. Figure 30.3 
shows a connection diagram between a master device in 3-wire master mode and a slave device.

4-wire single-master mode is active when NSSMD1 (SPI0CN.3) = 1. In this mode, NSS is configured as an 
output pin, and can be used as a slave-select signal for a single SPI device. In this mode, the output value 
of NSS is controlled (in software) with the bit NSSMD0 (SPI0CN.2). Additional slave devices can be 
addressed using general-purpose I/O pins. Figure 30.4 shows a connection diagram for a master device in 
4-wire master mode and two slave devices.
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Figure 30.2. Multiple-Master Mode Connection Diagram

Figure 30.3. 3-Wire Single Master and 3-Wire Single Slave Mode Connection Diagram

Figure 30.4. 4-Wire Single Master Mode and 4-Wire Slave Mode Connection Diagram

30.3.  SPI0 Slave Mode Operation
When SPI0 is enabled and not configured as a master, it will operate as a SPI slave. As a slave, bytes are 
shifted in through the MOSI pin and out through the MISO pin by a master device controlling the SCK sig-
nal. A bit counter in the SPI0 logic counts SCK edges. When 8 bits have been shifted through the shift reg-
ister, the SPIF flag is set to logic 1, and the byte is copied into the receive buffer. Data is read from the 
receive buffer by reading SPI0DAT. A slave device cannot initiate transfers. Data to be transferred to the 
master device is pre-loaded into the shift register by writing to SPI0DAT. Writes to SPI0DAT are double-
buffered, and are placed in the transmit buffer first. If the shift register is empty, the contents of the transmit 
buffer will immediately be transferred into the shift register. When the shift register already contains data, 
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the SPI will load the shift register with the transmit buffer’s contents after the last SCK edge of the next (or 
current) SPI transfer.

When configured as a slave, SPI0 can be configured for 4-wire or 3-wire operation. The default, 4-wire 
slave mode, is active when NSSMD1 (SPI0CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI0CN.2) = 1. In 4-wire mode, the 
NSS signal is routed to a port pin and configured as a digital input. SPI0 is enabled when NSS is logic 0, 
and disabled when NSS is logic 1. The bit counter is reset on a falling edge of NSS. Note that the NSS sig-
nal must be driven low at least 2 system clocks before the first active edge of SCK for each byte transfer. 
Figure 30.4 shows a connection diagram between two slave devices in 4-wire slave mode and a master 
device.

3-wire slave mode is active when NSSMD1 (SPI0CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI0CN.2) = 0. NSS is not 
used in this mode, and is not mapped to an external port pin through the crossbar. Since there is no way of 
uniquely addressing the device in 3-wire slave mode, SPI0 must be the only slave device present on the 
bus. It is important to note that in 3-wire slave mode there is no external means of resetting the bit counter 
that determines when a full byte has been received. The bit counter can only be reset by disabling and re-
enabling SPI0 with the SPIEN bit. Figure 30.3 shows a connection diagram between a slave device in 3-
wire slave mode and a master device.

30.4.  SPI0 Interrupt Sources
When SPI0 interrupts are enabled, the following four flags will generate an interrupt when they are set to 
logic 1:

All of the following bits must be cleared by software.

 The SPI Interrupt Flag, SPIF (SPI0CN.7) is set to logic 1 at the end of each byte transfer. This flag can 
occur in all SPI0 modes.

 The Write Collision Flag, WCOL (SPI0CN.6) is set to logic 1 if a write to SPI0DAT is attempted when 
the transmit buffer has not been emptied to the SPI shift register. When this occurs, the write to 
SPI0DAT will be ignored, and the transmit buffer will not be written.This flag can occur in all SPI0 
modes.

 The Mode Fault Flag MODF (SPI0CN.5) is set to logic 1 when SPI0 is configured as a master, and for 
multi-master mode and the NSS pin is pulled low. When a Mode Fault occurs, the MSTEN and SPIEN 
bits in SPI0CN are set to logic 0 to disable SPI0 and allow another master device to access the bus.

 The Receive Overrun Flag RXOVRN (SPI0CN.4) is set to logic 1 when configured as a slave, and a 
transfer is completed and the receive buffer still holds an unread byte from a previous transfer. The new 
byte is not transferred to the receive buffer, allowing the previously received data byte to be read. The 
data byte which caused the overrun is lost.

30.5.  Serial Clock Phase and Polarity
Four combinations of serial clock phase and polarity can be selected using the clock control bits in the 
SPI0 Configuration Register (SPI0CFG). The CKPHA bit (SPI0CFG.5) selects one of two clock phases 
(edge used to latch the data). The CKPOL bit (SPI0CFG.4) selects between an active-high or active-low 
clock. Both master and slave devices must be configured to use the same clock phase and polarity. SPI0 
should be disabled (by clearing the SPIEN bit, SPI0CN.0) when changing the clock phase or polarity. The 
clock and data line relationships for master mode are shown in Figure 30.5. For slave mode, the clock and 
data relationships are shown in Figure 30.6 and Figure 30.7. Note that CKPHA should be set to 0 on both 
the master and slave SPI when communicating between two Silicon Labs C8051 devices.

The SPI0 Clock Rate Register (SPI0CKR) as shown in SFR Definition 30.3 controls the master mode 
serial clock frequency. This register is ignored when operating in slave mode. When the SPI is configured 
as a master, the maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) is one-half the system clock frequency or 12.5 MHz, 
whichever is slower. When the SPI is configured as a slave, the maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) for 
full-duplex operation is 1/10 the system clock frequency, provided that the master issues SCK, NSS (in 4-
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wire slave mode), and the serial input data synchronously with the slave’s system clock. If the master 
issues SCK, NSS, and the serial input data asynchronously, the maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) 
must be less than 1/10 the system clock frequency. In the special case where the master only wants to 
transmit data to the slave and does not need to receive data from the slave (i.e. half-duplex operation), the 
SPI slave can receive data at a maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) of 1/4 the system clock frequency. 
This is provided that the master issues SCK, NSS, and the serial input data synchronously with the slave’s 
system clock.

Figure 30.5. Master Mode Data/Clock Timing

Figure 30.6. Slave Mode Data/Clock Timing (CKPHA = 0)
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Figure 30.7. Slave Mode Data/Clock Timing (CKPHA = 1)

30.6.  SPI Special Function Registers
SPI0 is accessed and controlled through four special function registers in the system controller: SPI0CN 
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following figures.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xA1 

SFR Definition 30.1. SPI0CFG: SPI0 Configuration

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPIBSY MSTEN CKPHA CKPOL SLVSEL NSSIN SRMT RXBMT

Type R R/W R/W R/W R R R R

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7 SPIBSY SPI Busy.

This bit is set to logic 1 when a SPI transfer is in progress (master or slave mode).

6 MSTEN Master Mode Enable. 

0: Disable master mode. Operate in slave mode.
1: Enable master mode. Operate as a master.

5 CKPHA SPI0 Clock Phase.

0: Data centered on first edge of SCK period.*

1: Data centered on second edge of SCK period.*

4 CKPOL SPI0 Clock Polarity. 

0: SCK line low in idle state.
1: SCK line high in idle state.

3 SLVSEL Slave Selected Flag. 

This bit is set to logic 1 whenever the NSS pin is low indicating SPI0 is the selected 
slave. It is cleared to logic 0 when NSS is high (slave not selected). This bit does 
not indicate the instantaneous value at the NSS pin, but rather a de-glitched ver-
sion of the pin input.

2 NSSIN NSS Instantaneous Pin Input. 

This bit mimics the instantaneous value that is present on the NSS port pin at the 
time that the register is read. This input is not de-glitched.

1 SRMT Shift Register Empty (valid in slave mode only).

This bit will be set to logic 1 when all data has been transferred in/out of the shift 
register, and there is no new information available to read from the transmit buffer 
or write to the receive buffer. It returns to logic 0 when a data byte is transferred to 
the shift register from the transmit buffer or by a transition on SCK. SRMT = 1 when 
in Master Mode.

0 RXBMT Receive Buffer Empty (valid in slave mode only).

This bit will be set to logic 1 when the receive buffer has been read and contains no 
new information. If there is new information available in the receive buffer that has 
not been read, this bit will return to logic 0. RXBMT = 1 when in Master Mode.

Note: In slave mode, data on MOSI is sampled in the center of each data bit. In master mode, data on MISO is 
sampled one SYSCLK before the end of each data bit, to provide maximum settling time for the slave device. 
See Table 30.1 for timing parameters.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xF8; Bit-Addressable 

SFR Definition 30.2. SPI0CN: SPI0 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPIF WCOL MODF RXOVRN NSSMD[1:0] TXBMT SPIEN

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

Bit Name Function

7 SPIF SPI0 Interrupt Flag.

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware at the end of a data transfer. If SPI interrupts 
are enabled, an interrupt will be generated. This bit is not automatically cleared by 
hardware, and must be cleared by software.

6 WCOL Write Collision Flag. 

This bit is set to logic 1 if a write to SPI0DAT is attempted when TXBMT is 0. When 
this occurs, the write to SPI0DAT will be ignored, and the transmit buffer will not be 
written. If SPI interrupts are enabled, an interrupt will be generated. This bit is not 
automatically cleared by hardware, and must be cleared by software.

5 MODF Mode Fault Flag.

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware when a master mode collision is detected 
(NSS is low, MSTEN = 1, and NSSMD[1:0] = 01). If SPI interrupts are enabled, an 
interrupt will be generated. This bit is not automatically cleared by hardware, and 
must be cleared by software.

4 RXOVRN Receive Overrun Flag (valid in slave mode only).

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware when the receive buffer still holds unread data 
from a previous transfer and the last bit of the current transfer is shifted into the 
SPI0 shift register. If SPI interrupts are enabled, an interrupt will be generated. This 
bit is not automatically cleared by hardware, and must be cleared by software.

3:2 NSSMD[1:0] Slave Select Mode.

Selects between the following NSS operation modes: 
(See Section 30.2 and Section 30.3).
00: 3-Wire Slave or 3-Wire Master Mode. NSS signal is not routed to a port pin.
01: 4-Wire Slave or Multi-Master Mode (Default). NSS is an input to the device.
1x: 4-Wire Single-Master Mode. NSS signal is mapped as an output from the 
device and will assume the value of NSSMD0.

1 TXBMT Transmit Buffer Empty.

This bit will be set to logic 0 when new data has been written to the transmit buffer. 
When data in the transmit buffer is transferred to the SPI shift register, this bit will 
be set to logic 1, indicating that it is safe to write a new byte to the transmit buffer.

0 SPIEN SPI0 Enable. 

0: SPI disabled.
1: SPI enabled.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xA2 

 SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xA3 

SFR Definition 30.3. SPI0CKR: SPI0 Clock Rate

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SCR[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 SCR[7:0] SPI0 Clock Rate.

These bits determine the frequency of the SCK output when the SPI0 module is 
configured for master mode operation. The SCK clock frequency is a divided ver-
sion of the system clock, and is given in the following equation, where SYSCLK is 
the system clock frequency and SPI0CKR is the 8-bit value held in the SPI0CKR 
register.

for 0 <= SPI0CKR <= 255

Example: If SYSCLK = 2 MHz and SPI0CKR = 0x04, 

SFR Definition 30.4. SPI0DAT: SPI0 Data

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPI0DAT[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 SPI0DAT[7:0] SPI0 Transmit and Receive Data.

The SPI0DAT register is used to transmit and receive SPI0 data. Writing data to 
SPI0DAT places the data into the transmit buffer and initiates a transfer when in 
Master Mode. A read of SPI0DAT returns the contents of the receive buffer.

fSCK
SYSCLK

2 SPI0CKR[7:0] 1+( )×
-----------------------------------------------------------=

fSCK
2000000

2 4 1+( )×
--------------------------=

fSCK 200kHz=
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Figure 30.8. SPI Master Timing (CKPHA = 0)

Figure 30.9. SPI Master Timing (CKPHA = 1)
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Figure 30.10. SPI Slave Timing (CKPHA = 0)

Figure 30.11. SPI Slave Timing (CKPHA = 1)
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Table 30.1. SPI Slave Timing Parameters

Parameter Description Min Max Units

Master Mode Timing (See Figure 30.8 and Figure 30.9)

TMCKH SCK High Time 1 x TSYSCLK — ns

TMCKL SCK Low Time 1 x TSYSCLK — ns

TMIS MISO Valid to SCK Shift Edge 1 x TSYSCLK + 20 — ns

TMIH SCK Shift Edge to MISO Change 0 — ns

Slave Mode Timing (See Figure 30.10 and Figure 30.11)

TSE NSS Falling to First SCK Edge 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSD Last SCK Edge to NSS Rising 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSEZ NSS Falling to MISO Valid — 4 x TSYSCLK ns

TSDZ NSS Rising to MISO High-Z — 4 x TSYSCLK ns

TCKH SCK High Time 5 x TSYSCLK — ns

TCKL SCK Low Time 5 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSIS MOSI Valid to SCK Sample Edge 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSIH SCK Sample Edge to MOSI Change 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSOH SCK Shift Edge to MISO Change — 4 x TSYSCLK ns

TSLH Last SCK Edge to MISO Change  
(CKPHA = 1 ONLY)

6 x TSYSCLK 8 x TSYSCLK ns

Note: TSYSCLK is equal to one period of the device system clock (SYSCLK).
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31. Enhanced Serial Peripheral Interface with DMA Support (SPI1)
The Enhanced Serial Peripheral Interface (SPI1) provides access to a flexible, full-duplex synchronous 
serial bus. SPI1 can operate as a master or slave device in both 3-wire or 4-wire modes, and supports 
multiple masters and slaves on a single SPI bus. The slave-select (NSS) signal can be configured as an 
input to select SPI1 in slave mode, or to disable Master Mode operation in a multi-master environment, 
avoiding contention on the SPI bus when more than one master attempts simultaneous data transfers. 
NSS can also be configured as a chip-select output in master mode, or disabled for 3-wire operation. 
Additional general purpose port I/O pins can be used to select multiple slave devices in master mode.

Figure 31.1. SPI Block Diagram
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31.1. Signal Descriptions

The four signals used by SPI1 (MOSI, MISO, SCK, NSS) are described below. 

31.1.1. Master Out, Slave In (MOSI)

The master-out, slave-in (MOSI) signal is an output from a master device and an input to slave devices. It 
is used to serially transfer data from the master to the slave. This signal is an output when SPI1 is 
operating as a master and an input when SPI1 is operating as a slave. Data is transferred most-significant 
bit first. When configured as a master, MOSI is driven by the MSB of the shift register in both 3- and 4-wire 
mode.

31.1.2. Master In, Slave Out (MISO)

The master-in, slave-out (MISO) signal is an output from a slave device and an input to the master device. 
It is used to serially transfer data from the slave to the master. This signal is an input when SPI1 is 
operating as a master and an output when SPI1 is operating as a slave. Data is transferred most-
significant bit first. The MISO pin is placed in a high-impedance state when the SPI module is disabled and 
when the SPI operates in 4-wire mode as a slave that is not selected. When acting as a slave in 3-wire 
mode, MISO is always driven by the MSB of the shift register.

31.1.3. Serial Clock (SCK)

The serial clock (SCK) signal is an output from the master device and an input to slave devices. It is used 
to synchronize the transfer of data between the master and slave on the MOSI and MISO lines. SPI1 
generates this signal when operating as a master. The SCK signal is ignored by a SPI slave when the 
slave is not selected (NSS = 1) in 4-wire slave mode.

31.1.4. Slave Select (NSS)

The function of the slave-select (NSS) signal is dependent on the setting of the NSSMD1 and NSSMD0 
bits in the SPI1CN register. There are three possible modes that can be selected with these bits:

1. NSSMD[1:0] = 00: 3-Wire Master or 3-Wire Slave Mode: SPI1 operates in 3-wire mode, and NSS is 
disabled. When operating as a slave device, SPI1 is always selected in 3-wire mode. Since no select 
signal is present, SPI1 must be the only slave on the bus in 3-wire mode. This is intended for point-to-
point communication between a master and one slave.

2. NSSMD[1:0] = 01: 4-Wire Slave or Multi-Master Mode: SPI1 operates in 4-wire mode, and NSS is 
enabled as an input. When operating as a slave, NSS selects the SPI1 device. When operating as a 
master, a 1-to-0 transition of the NSS signal disables the master function of SPI1 so that multiple 
master devices can be used on the same SPI bus.

3. NSSMD[1:0] = 1x: 4-Wire Master Mode: SPI1 operates in 4-wire mode, and NSS is enabled as an 
output. The setting of NSSMD0 determines what logic level the NSS pin will output. This configuration 
should only be used when operating SPI1 as a master device.

See Figure 31.2, Figure 31.3, and Figure 31.4 for typical connection diagrams of the various operational 
modes. Note that the setting of NSSMD bits affects the pinout of the device. When in 3-wire master or 
3-wire slave mode, the NSS pin will not be mapped by the crossbar. In all other modes, the NSS signal will 
be mapped to a pin on the device. See Section “27. Port Input/Output” on page 351 for general purpose 
port I/O and crossbar information.
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31.2. SPI1 Master Mode Operation

A SPI master device initiates all data transfers on a SPI bus. SPI1 is placed in master mode by setting the 
Master Enable flag (MSTEN, SPI1CN.6). Writing a byte of data to the SPI1 data register (SPI1DAT) when 
in master mode writes to the transmit buffer. If the SPI shift register is empty, the byte in the transmit buffer 
is moved to the shift register, and a data transfer begins. The SPI1 master immediately shifts out the data 
serially on the MOSI line while providing the serial clock on SCK. The SPIF (SPI1CN.7) flag is set to logic 
1 at the end of the transfer. If interrupts are enabled, an interrupt request is generated when the SPIF flag 
is set. While the SPI1 master transfers data to a slave on the MOSI line, the addressed SPI slave device 
simultaneously transfers the contents of its shift register to the SPI master on the MISO line in a full-duplex 
operation. Therefore, the SPIF flag serves as both a transmit-complete and receive-data-ready flag. The 
data byte received from the slave is transferred MSB-first into the master's shift register. When a byte is 
fully shifted into the register, it is moved to the receive buffer where it can be read by the processor by 
reading SPI1DAT. 

When configured as a master, SPI1 can operate in one of three different modes: multi-master mode, 3-wire 
single-master mode, and 4-wire single-master mode. The default, multi-master mode is active when 
NSSMD1 (SPI1CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI1CN.2) = 1. In this mode, NSS is an input to the device, and 
is used to disable the master SPI1 when another master is accessing the bus. When NSS is pulled low in 
this mode, MSTEN (SPI1CN.6) and SPIEN (SPI1CN.0) are set to 0 to disable the SPI master device, and 
a Mode Fault is generated (MODF, SPI1CN.5 = 1). Mode Fault will generate an interrupt if enabled. SPI1 
must be manually re-enabled in software under these circumstances. In multi-master systems, devices will 
typically default to being slave devices while they are not acting as the system master device. In multi-
master mode, slave devices can be addressed individually (if needed) using general-purpose I/O pins. 
Figure 31.2 shows a connection diagram between two master devices in multiple-master mode.

3-wire single-master mode is active when NSSMD1 (SPI1CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI1CN.2) = 0. In this 
mode, NSS is not used, and is not mapped to an external port pin through the crossbar. Any slave devices 
that must be addressed in this mode should be selected using general-purpose I/O pins. Figure 31.3 
shows a connection diagram between a master device in 3-wire master mode and a slave device.

4-wire single-master mode is active when NSSMD1 (SPI1CN.3) = 1. In this mode, NSS is configured as an 
output pin, and can be used as a slave-select signal for a single SPI device. In this mode, the output value 
of NSS is controlled (in software) with the bit NSSMD0 (SPI1CN.2). Additional slave devices can be 
addressed using general-purpose I/O pins. Figure 31.4 shows a connection diagram for a master device in 
4-wire master mode and two slave devices.
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Figure 31.2. Multiple-Master Mode Connection Diagram

Figure 31.3. 3-Wire Single Master and 3-Wire Single Slave Mode Connection Diagram

Figure 31.4. 4-Wire Single Master Mode and 4-Wire Slave Mode Connection Diagram
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31.3. SPI1 Slave Mode Operation

When SPI1 is enabled and not configured as a master, it will operate as a SPI slave. As a slave, bytes are 
shifted in through the MOSI pin and out through the MISO pin by a master device controlling the SCK 
signal. A bit counter in the SPI1 logic counts SCK edges. When 8 bits have been shifted through the shift 
register, the SPIF flag is set to logic 1, and the byte is copied into the receive buffer. Data is read from the 
receive buffer by reading SPI1DAT. A slave device cannot initiate transfers. Data to be transferred to the 
master device is pre-loaded into the shift register by writing to SPI1DAT. Writes to SPI1DAT are double-
buffered, and are placed in the transmit buffer first. If the shift register is empty, the contents of the transmit 
buffer will immediately be transferred into the shift register. When the shift register already contains data, 
the SPI will load the shift register with the transmit buffer’s contents after the last SCK edge of the next (or 
current) SPI transfer.

When configured as a slave, SPI1 can be configured for 4-wire or 3-wire operation. The default, 4-wire 
slave mode, is active when NSSMD1 (SPI1CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI1CN.2) = 1. In 4-wire mode, the 
NSS signal is routed to a port pin and configured as a digital input. SPI1 is enabled when NSS is logic 0, 
and disabled when NSS is logic 1. The bit counter is reset on a falling edge of NSS. Note that the NSS 
signal must be driven low at least 2 system clocks before the first active edge of SCK for each byte 
transfer. Figure 31.4 shows a connection diagram between two slave devices in 4-wire slave mode and a 
master device.

3-wire slave mode is active when NSSMD1 (SPI1CN.3) = 0 and NSSMD0 (SPI1CN.2) = 0. NSS is not 
used in this mode, and is not mapped to an external port pin through the crossbar. Since there is no way of 
uniquely addressing the device in 3-wire slave mode, SPI1 must be the only slave device present on the 
bus. It is important to note that in 3-wire slave mode there is no external means of resetting the bit counter 
that determines when a full byte has been received. The bit counter can only be reset by disabling and re-
enabling SPI1 with the SPIEN bit. Figure 31.3 shows a connection diagram between a slave device in 3-
wire slave mode and a master device.

31.4. SPI1 Interrupt Sources

When SPI1 interrupts are enabled, the following four flags will generate an interrupt when they are set to 
logic 1:

All of the following bits must be cleared by software.

 The SPI Interrupt Flag, SPIF (SPI1CN.7) is set to logic 1 at the end of each byte transfer. This flag can 
occur in all SPI1 modes.

 The Write Collision Flag, WCOL (SPI1CN.6) is set to logic 1 if a write to SPI1DAT is attempted when 
the transmit buffer has not been emptied to the SPI shift register. When this occurs, the write to 
SPI1DAT will be ignored, and the transmit buffer will not be written.This flag can occur in all SPI1 
modes.

 The Mode Fault Flag MODF (SPI1CN.5) is set to logic 1 when SPI1 is configured as a master, and for 
multi-master mode and the NSS pin is pulled low. When a Mode Fault occurs, the MSTEN and SPIEN 
bits in SPI1CN are set to logic 0 to disable SPI1 and allow another master device to access the bus.

 The Receive Overrun Flag RXOVRN (SPI1CN.4) is set to logic 1 when configured as a slave, and a 
transfer is completed and the receive buffer still holds an unread byte from a previous transfer. The new 
byte is not transferred to the receive buffer, allowing the previously received data byte to be read. The 
data byte which caused the overrun is lost.



C8051F96x

430 Rev. 1.0

31.5. Serial Clock Phase and Polarity

Four combinations of serial clock phase and polarity can be selected using the clock control bits in the 
SPI1 Configuration Register (SPI1CFG). The CKPHA bit (SPI1CFG.5) selects one of two clock phases 
(edge used to latch the data). The CKPOL bit (SPI1CFG.4) selects between an active-high or active-low 
clock. Both master and slave devices must be configured to use the same clock phase and polarity. SPI1 
should be disabled (by clearing the SPIEN bit, SPI1CN.0) when changing the clock phase or polarity. The 
clock and data line relationships for master mode are shown in Figure 31.5. For slave mode, the clock and 
data relationships are shown in Figure 31.6 and Figure 31.7. Note that CKPHA should be set to 0 on both 
the master and slave SPI when communicating between two Silicon Labs C8051 devices.

The SPI1 Clock Rate Register (SPI1CKR) as shown in SFR Definition 31.3 controls the master mode 
serial clock frequency. This register is ignored when operating in slave mode. When the SPI is configured 
as a master, the maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) is one-half the system clock frequency or 12.5 MHz, 
whichever is slower. When the SPI is configured as a slave, the maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) for 
full-duplex operation is 1/10 the system clock frequency, provided that the master issues SCK, NSS (in 4-
wire slave mode), and the serial input data synchronously with the slave’s system clock. If the master 
issues SCK, NSS, and the serial input data asynchronously, the maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) 
must be less than 1/10 the system clock frequency. In the special case where the master only wants to 
transmit data to the slave and does not need to receive data from the slave (i.e. half-duplex operation), the 
SPI slave can receive data at a maximum data transfer rate (bits/sec) of 1/4 the system clock frequency. 
This is provided that the master issues SCK, NSS, and the serial input data synchronously with the slave’s 
system clock.

Figure 31.5. Master Mode Data/Clock Timing
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Figure 31.6. Slave Mode Data/Clock Timing (CKPHA = 0)

Figure 31.7. Slave Mode Data/Clock Timing (CKPHA = 1)
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31.6. Using SPI1 with the DMA

SPI1 is a DMA-enabled peripheral that can provide autonomous data transfers when used with the DMA. 
The DMA-enabled SPI1 supports both master and slave mode. The SPI requires two DMA channels for a 
bidirectional data transfer and also supports unidirectional data transfers using a single DMA channel. 

There are no additional control bits in the SPI1 control and configuration SFRs. The configuration is the 
same in DMA and non-DMA mode. While the SPIF flag and/or SPI interrupts are normally used for non-
DMA SPI transfers, a DMA transfer is managed using the DMA enable and DMA full transfer complete 
flags.

More information on using the SPI1 peripheral can be found in the detailed example code for SPI1 Master 
and Slave modes.

31.7. Master Mode SPI1 DMA Transfers

The SPI interface does not normally have any handshaking or flow control. Therefore, the Master will 
transmit all of the output data without waiting on the slave peripheral. The system designer must ensure 
that the slave peripheral can accept all of the data at the transfer rate.

31.8. Master Mode Bidirectional Data Transfer

A bidirectional SPI Master Mode DMA transfer will transmit a specified number of bytes out on the MOSI 
pin and receive the same number of bytes on the MISO pin. The MOSI data must be stored in XRAM 
before initiating the DMA transfers. The DMA will also transfer all the MISO data to XRAM, overwriting any 
data at the target location.

A bidirectional transfer requires two DMA channels. The first DMA channel transfers data from XRAM to 
the SPI1DAT SFR and the second DMA channel transfers data from the SPI1DAT SFR to XRAM. The sec-
ond channel DMA interrupt indicates SPI transfer completion. 

In master mode, the NSS pin is an output and the hardware does not manage the NSS pin automatically. 
Normally, firmware should assert the NSS pin before the SPI transfer and deassert it upon completion of 
the transfer. When using 4-wire Master mode, bit 2 of SPI1CN controls the state of the NSS pin. When 
using 3-wire master mode, firmware may use any GPIO pin as NSS.
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To initiate a Master mode Bidirectional data transfer:

1. Configure the SPI1 SFRs normally for Master mode.

a. Enable Master mode by setting bit 6 in SPI1CFG.

b. Configure the clock polarity CKPOL and clock phase CKPHA as desired in SPI1CFG.

c. Configure SPI1CKR for the desired SPI clock rate.

d. Configure the desired 4-wire master or 3-wire master mode in SPI1CN.

e. Enable the SPI by setting bit 0 of SPI1CN. 

2. Configure the first DMA channel for the XRAM-to-SPI1DATA transfer:

a. Disable the first DMA channel by clearing the corresponding bit in DMA0EN.

b. Select the first DMA channel by writing to DMA0SEL.

c. Configure the selected DMA channel to use the XRAM-to-SPI1DAT peripheral request by writing 
0x03 to DMA0NCF.

d. Write 0 to DMA0NMD to disable wrapping.

e. Write the address of the first byte of master output (MOSI) data to DMA0NBAH:L.

f. Write the size of the SPI transfer in bytes to DMA0NSZH:L.

g. Clear the address offset SFRs CMA0A0H:L.

3. Configure the second DMA channel for the SPI1DAT-to-XRAM transfer:

a. Disable the second DMA channel by clearing the corresponding bit in DMA0EN.

b. Select the second DMA channel by writing to DMA0SEL.

c. Configure the selected DMA channel to use the SPI1DAT-to-XRAM peripheral request by writing 
0x04 to DMA0NCF.

d. Enable DMA interrupts for the second channel by setting bit 7 of DMA0NCF. 

e. Write 0 to DMA0NMD to disable wrapping.

f. Write the address for the first byte of master input (MISO) data to DMA0NBAH:L.

g. Write the size of the SPI transfer in bytes to DMA0NSZH:L.

h. Clear the address offset SFRs CMA0A0H:L.

i. Enable the interrupt on the second channel by setting the corresponding bit in DMA0INT.

j. Enable DMA interrupts by setting bit 5 of EIE2.

4. Clear the interrupt bits in DMA0INT for both channels.

5. Enable both channels by setting the corresponding bits in the DMA0EN SFR to initiate the SPI 
transfer operation.

6. Wait on the DMA interrupt.

7. Clear the DMA enables in the DMA0EN SFR.

8. Clear the DMA interrupts in the DMA0INT SFR.
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31.9. Master Mode Unidirectional Data Transfer 

A unidirectional SPI master mode DMA transfer will transfer a specified number of bytes out on the MOSI 
pin. The MOSI data must be stored in XRAM before initiating the DMA transfers. The SPI1DAT-to-XRAM 
peripheral request is not used. Since the DMA does not read the SPI1DAT SFR, the SPI will discard the 
MISO data. 

A unidirectional transfer only requires one DMA channel to transfer XRAM data to the SPI1DAT SFR. The 
DMA interrupt will indicate the completion of the data transfer to the SPI1DAT SFR. When the interrupt 
occurs, the DMA has written all of the data to the SPI1DAT SFR, but the SPI has not transmitted the last 
byte. Firmware may poll on the SPIBSY bit to determine when the SPI has transmitted the last byte. Firm-
ware should not deassert the NSS pin until after the SPI has transmitted the last byte.

To initiate a master mode unidirectional data transfer:

1. Configure the SPI1 SFRs normally for Master mode.

a. Enable Master mode by setting bit 6 in SPI1CFG.

b. Configure the clock polarity CKPOL and clock phase CKPHA as desired in SPI1CFG.

c. Configure SPI1CKR for the desired SPI clock rate.

d. Configure the desired 4-wire master or 3-wire master mode in SPI1CN.

e. Enable the SPI by setting bit 0 of SPI1CN. 

2. Configure the desired DMA channel for the XRAM-to-SPI1DAT transfer.

a. Disable the desired DMA channel by clearing the corresponding bit in DMA0EN.

b. Select the desired DMA channel by writing to DMA0SEL.

c. Configure the selected DMA channel to use the XRAM-to-SPI1DAT XRAM peripheral request by 
writing 0x03 to DMA0NCF.

d. Enable DMA interrupts for the desired channel by setting bit 7 of DMA0NCF. 

e. Write 0 to DMA0NMD to disable wrapping.

f. Write the address for the first byte of master output (MOSI) data to DMA0NBAH:L.

g. Write the size of the SPI transfer in bytes to DMA0NSZH:L.

h. Clear the address offset SFRs CMA0A0H:L.

i. Enable the interrupt on the desired channel by setting the corresponding bit in DMA0INT.

j. Enable DMA interrupts by setting bit 5 of EIE2.

3. Clear the interrupt bit in DMA0INT for the desired channel.

4. Enable the desired channel by setting the corresponding bit in the DMA0EN SFR to initiate the SPI 
transfer operation.

5. Wait on the DMA interrupt.

6. Clear the DMA enables in the DMA0EN SFR.

7. Clear the DMA interrupts in the DMA0INT SFR.

8. If desired, wait on the SPIBSY bit in SPI1CFG for the last byte transfer to complete.
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31.10. Slave Mode DMA Transfers

SPI1 also supports using the DMA with Slave mode. The maximum SPI bit rate for a bidirectional Slave 
mode transfer is SYSCLK/10. 

In master mode, the master is responsible for initiating the transfer, clocking the data, managing the NSS 
pin, and has control over the number of bytes transferred. In slave mode, the slave depends on the master 
for the clock and NSS signal. The slave also depends on the master to set the time between bytes and the 
number of bytes per transfer. 

Firmware implementations of a SPI slave often have some restrictions on the time between bytes. When 
using SPI0 in slave mode, an interrupt service routine commonly processes each byte received. This 
imposes a limitation on the time between bytes. When using the SPI in Slave mode with the DMA, the time 
between bytes must be long enough to accommodate the DMA latency.

The time between bytes in master mode and the minimum time required between bytes in slave mode will 
depend on the DMA latency. The DMA latency will depend on a number of factors - the CPU state, the 
number of active DMA channels, and the DMA channel priority. Using only the two required DMA channels 
and putting the CPU in Idle mode will provide the lowest latency. If the CPU is actively executing instruc-
tions, the DMA may have to wait for the current instruction to execute before it can complete a transfer. If 
other DMA channels are active, the SPI DMA channels may have to wait for other DMA transfers to com-
plete. This could be a very long time for long DMA transfers. Assigning the SPI to the first two DMA chan-
nels will ensure they have the highest DMA priority. 

Note that in master mode, the time between bytes may prolong the DMA transfer, but does not usually 
result in data loss. In slave mode, the slave may drop data if the DMA cannot keep up with the master data 
coming in. Since the SPI slave data rate is limited to SYSCLK/10 and the longest instruction is 8 clock 
cycles, a delay between bytes of one SPI clock will prevent data loss. Using a SPI DMA slave with addi-
tional active DMA channels may result in data loss and is not recommended. 

31.11. Bidirectional SPI Slave Mode DMA Transfer

A bidirectional SPI Slave mode DMA transfer will transfer a specified number of bytes out on the MISO pin 
and also receive the same number of bytes on the MOSI pin. The MISO data must be stored in XRAM 
before initiating the DMA transfers. After the complete transfer, the MOSI data will be stored in XRAM. 

Since the MISO data must be stored in XRAM before the transfer, the MISO data is fixed and should not 
depend on the MOSI data received in the same transfer. The protocol designer should carefully consider 
this behavior when designing a SPI slave protocol. Firmware can easily modify the MISO data after each 
message. For example, one message can request data and a second message can read the data previ-
ously requested. This approach is much simpler and more efficient than attempting to modify the MISO 
data buffer on-the-fly.

If the slave transfer is a fixed constant length, the DMA interrupt will indicate one complete transfer. Firm-
ware may implement a variable length slave transfer using an external interrupt connected to the NSS sig-
nal. In this case, firmware may use the DMA interrupt for a buffer overflow condition. 
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To to initiate a fixed-length SPI Slave mode bidirectional data transfer:

1. Configure the SPI1 SFRs normally for Slave mode.

a. Enable Slave mode by clearing bit 6 in SPI1CFG.

b. Configure the clock polarity CKPOL and clock phase CKPHA as desired in SPI1CFG.

c. Configure SPI1CKR for the desired SPI clock rate.

d. Configure SPI1CN for 4-wire slave mode.

e. Enable the SPI by setting bit 0 of SPI1CN. 

2. Configure the first DMA channel for the XRAM-to-SPI1DATA transfer:

a. Disable the first DMA channel by clearing the corresponding bit in DMA0EN.

b. Select the first DMA channel by writing to DMA0SEL.

c. Configure the selected DMA channel to use the XRAM-to-SPI1DAT peripheral request by writing 
0x03 to DMA0NCF.

d. Write 0 to DMA0NMD to disable wrapping.

e. Write the address of the first byte of the slave output (MISO) data to DMA0NBAH:L.

f. Write the size of the SPI transfer in bytes to DMA0NSZH:L.

g. Clear the address offset SFRs DMA0A0H:L.

3. Configure the second DMA channel for the SPI1DAT-to-XRAM transfer:

a. Disable the second DMA channel by clearing the corresponding bit in DMA0EN.

b. Select the second DMA channel by writing to DMA0SEL.

c. Configure the selected DMA channel to use the SPI1DAT-to-XRAM peripheral request by writing 
0x04 to DMA0NCF.

d. Enable DMA interrupts for the second channel by setting bit 7 of DMA0NCF. 

e. Write 0 to DMA0NMD to disable wrapping.

f. Write the address for the first byte of the slave input (MOSI) data to DMA0NBAH:L.

g. Write the size of the SPI transfer in bytes to DMA0NSZH:L.

h. Clear the address offset SFRs DMA0A0H:L.

i. Enable the interrupt on the second channel by setting the corresponding bit in DMA0INT.

j. Enable DMA interrupts by setting bit 5 of EIE2.

4. Clear the interrupt bits in DMA0INT for both channels.

5. Enable both channels by setting the corresponding bits in the DMA0EN SFR to initiate the SPI 
transfer operation.

6. Wait on the DMA interrupt.

7. Clear the DMA enables in the DMA0EN SFR.

8. Clear the DMA interrupts in the DMA0INT SFR.
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31.12. SPI Special Function Registers

SPI1 is accessed and controlled through four special function registers in the system controller: SPI1CN 
Control Register, SPI1DAT Data Register, SPI1CFG Configuration Register, and SPI1CKR Clock Rate 
Register. The four special function registers related to the operation of the SPI1 Bus are described in the 
following SFR definitions.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x84 

SFR Definition 31.1. SPI1CFG: SPI1 Configuration

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPIBSY MSTEN CKPHA CKPOL SLVSEL NSSIN SRMT RXBMT

Type R R/W R/W R/W R R R R

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1

Bit Name Function

7 SPIBSY SPI Busy.

This bit is set to logic 1 when a SPI transfer is in progress (master or slave mode).

6 MSTEN Master Mode Enable. 

0: Disable master mode. Operate in slave mode.
1: Enable master mode. Operate as a master.

5 CKPHA SPI1 Clock Phase.

0: Data centered on first edge of SCK period.*

1: Data centered on second edge of SCK period.*

4 CKPOL SPI1 Clock Polarity. 

0: SCK line low in idle state.
1: SCK line high in idle state.

3 SLVSEL Slave Selected Flag. 

This bit is set to logic 1 whenever the NSS pin is low indicating SPI1 is the selected 
slave. It is cleared to logic 0 when NSS is high (slave not selected). This bit does 
not indicate the instantaneous value at the NSS pin, but rather a de-glitched ver-
sion of the pin input.

2 NSSIN NSS Instantaneous Pin Input. 

This bit mimics the instantaneous value that is present on the NSS port pin at the 
time that the register is read. This input is not de-glitched.

1 SRMT Shift Register Empty (valid in slave mode only).

This bit will be set to logic 1 when all data has been transferred in/out of the shift 
register, and there is no new information available to read from the transmit buffer 
or write to the receive buffer. It returns to logic 0 when a data byte is transferred to 
the shift register from the transmit buffer or by a transition on SCK. SRMT = 1 when 
in Master Mode.

0 RXBMT Receive Buffer Empty (valid in slave mode only).

This bit will be set to logic 1 when the receive buffer has been read and contains no 
new information. If there is new information available in the receive buffer that has 
not been read, this bit will return to logic 0. RXBMT = 1 when in Master Mode.

Note: In slave mode, data on MOSI is sampled in the center of each data bit. In master mode, data on MISO is 
sampled one SYSCLK before the end of each data bit, to provide maximum settling time for the slave device. 
See Table 31.1 for timing parameters.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xB0; Bit-Addressable 

SFR Definition 31.2. SPI1CN: SPI1 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPIF WCOL MODF RXOVRN NSSMD[1:0] TXBMT SPIEN

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0

Bit Name Function

7 SPIF SPI1 Interrupt Flag.

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware at the end of a data transfer. If SPI interrupts 
are enabled, an interrupt will be generated. This bit is not automatically cleared by 
hardware, and must be cleared by software.

6 WCOL Write Collision Flag. 

This bit is set to logic 1 if a write to SPI1DAT is attempted when TXBMT is 0. When 
this occurs, the write to SPI1DAT will be ignored, and the transmit buffer will not be 
written. If SPI interrupts are enabled, an interrupt will be generated. This bit is not 
automatically cleared by hardware, and must be cleared by software.

5 MODF Mode Fault Flag.

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware when a master mode collision is detected 
(NSS is low, MSTEN = 1, and NSSMD[1:0] = 01). If SPI interrupts are enabled, an 
interrupt will be generated. This bit is not automatically cleared by hardware, and 
must be cleared by software.

4 RXOVRN Receive Overrun Flag (valid in slave mode only).

This bit is set to logic 1 by hardware when the receive buffer still holds unread data 
from a previous transfer and the last bit of the current transfer is shifted into the 
SPI1 shift register. If SPI interrupts are enabled, an interrupt will be generated. This 
bit is not automatically cleared by hardware, and must be cleared by software.

3:2 NSSMD[1:0] Slave Select Mode.

Selects between the following NSS operation modes: 
(See Section 31.2 and Section 31.3).
00: 3-Wire Slave or 3-Wire Master Mode. NSS signal is not routed to a port pin.
01: 4-Wire Slave or Multi-Master Mode (Default). NSS is an input to the device.
1x: 4-Wire Single-Master Mode. NSS signal is mapped as an output from the 
device and will assume the value of NSSMD0.

1 TXBMT Transmit Buffer Empty.

This bit will be set to logic 0 when new data has been written to the transmit buffer. 
When data in the transmit buffer is transferred to the SPI shift register, this bit will 
be set to logic 1, indicating that it is safe to write a new byte to the transmit buffer.

0 SPIEN SPI1 Enable. 

0: SPI disabled.
1: SPI enabled.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x85 

 SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x86 

SFR Definition 31.3. SPI1CKR: SPI1 Clock Rate

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SCR[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 SCR[7:0] SPI1 Clock Rate.

These bits determine the frequency of the SCK output when the SPI1 module is 
configured for master mode operation. The SCK clock frequency is a divided ver-
sion of the system clock, and is given in the following equation, where SYSCLK is 
the system clock frequency and SPI1CKR is the 8-bit value held in the SPI1CKR 
register.

for 0 <= SPI1CKR <= 255

Example: If SYSCLK = 2 MHz and SPI1CKR = 0x04, 

SFR Definition 31.4. SPI1DAT: SPI1 Data

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name SPI1DAT[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 SPI1DAT[7:0] SPI1 Transmit and Receive Data.

The SPI1DAT register is used to transmit and receive SPI1 data. Writing data to 
SPI1DAT places the data into the transmit buffer and initiates a transfer when in 
Master Mode. A read of SPI1DAT returns the contents of the receive buffer.

fSCK
SYSCLK

2 SPI1CKR[7:0] 1+( )×
-----------------------------------------------------------=

fSCK
2000000

2 4 1+( )×
--------------------------=

fSCK 200kHz=
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Figure 31.8. SPI Master Timing (CKPHA = 0)

Figure 31.9. SPI Master Timing (CKPHA = 1)

SCK*

T
MCKH

T
MCKL

MOSI

T
MIS

MISO

* SCK is shown for CKPOL = 0.  SCK is the opposite polarity for CKPOL = 1.

T
MIH

SCK*

T
MCKH

T
MCKL

MISO

T
MIH

MOSI

* SCK is shown for CKPOL = 0.  SCK is the opposite polarity for CKPOL = 1.

T
MIS



C8051F96x

442 Rev. 1.0

Figure 31.10. SPI Slave Timing (CKPHA = 0)

Figure 31.11. SPI Slave Timing (CKPHA = 1)
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Table 31.1. SPI Slave Timing Parameters

Parameter Description Min Max Units

Master Mode Timing (See Figure 31.8 and Figure 31.9)

TMCKH SCK High Time 1 x TSYSCLK — ns

TMCKL SCK Low Time 1 x TSYSCLK — ns

TMIS MISO Valid to SCK Shift Edge 1 x TSYSCLK + 20 — ns

TMIH SCK Shift Edge to MISO Change 0 — ns

Slave Mode Timing (See Figure 31.10 and Figure 31.11)

TSE NSS Falling to First SCK Edge 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSD Last SCK Edge to NSS Rising 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSEZ NSS Falling to MISO Valid — 4 x TSYSCLK ns

TSDZ NSS Rising to MISO High-Z — 4 x TSYSCLK ns

TCKH SCK High Time 5 x TSYSCLK — ns

TCKL SCK Low Time 5 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSIS MOSI Valid to SCK Sample Edge 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSIH SCK Sample Edge to MOSI Change 2 x TSYSCLK — ns

TSOH SCK Shift Edge to MISO Change — 4 x TSYSCLK ns

TSLH Last SCK Edge to MISO Change  
(CKPHA = 1 ONLY)

6 x TSYSCLK 8 x TSYSCLK ns

Note: TSYSCLK is equal to one period of the device system clock (SYSCLK).
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32.  Timers

Each MCU includes four counter/timers: two are 16-bit counter/timers compatible with those found in the 
standard 8051, and two are 16-bit auto-reload timer for use with the ADC, SMBus, or for general purpose 
use. These timers can be used to measure time intervals, count external events and generate periodic 
interrupt requests. Timer 0 and Timer 1 are nearly identical and have four primary modes of operation. 
Timer 2 and Timer 3 offer 16-bit and split 8-bit timer functionality with auto-reload. Additionally, Timer 2 and 
Timer 3 have a Capture Mode that can be used to measure the SmaRTClock, Comparator, or external 
clock period with respect to another oscillator. The ability to measure the Comparator period with respect 
to another oscillator is particularly useful when interfacing to capacitive sensors.

Timers 0 and 1 may be clocked by one of five sources, determined by the Timer Mode Select bits (T1M–
T0M) and the Clock Scale bits (SCA1–SCA0). The Clock Scale bits define a pre-scaled clock from which 
Timer 0 and/or Timer 1 may be clocked (See SFR Definition 32.1 for pre-scaled clock selection).

Timer 0/1 may then be configured to use this pre-scaled clock signal or the system clock. Timer 2 and 
Timer 3 may be clocked by the system clock, the system clock divided by 12. Timer 2 may additionally be 
clocked by the SmaRTClock divided by 8 or the Comparator0 output. Timer 3 may additionally be clocked 
by the external oscillator clock source divided by 8 or the Comparator1 output.

Timer 0 and Timer 1 may also be operated as counters. When functioning as a counter, a counter/timer 
register is incremented on each high-to-low transition at the selected input pin (T0 or T1). Events with a fre-
quency of up to one-fourth the system clock frequency can be counted. The input signal need not be peri-
odic, but it should be held at a given level for at least two full system clock cycles to ensure the level is 
properly sampled. 

Timer 0 and Timer 1 Modes: Timer 2 Modes: Timer 3 Modes:

13-bit counter/timer 16-bit timer with auto-reload 16-bit timer with auto-reload

16-bit counter/timer

8-bit counter/timer with auto-
reload

Two 8-bit timers with auto-reload Two 8-bit timers with auto-reload

Two 8-bit counter/timers (Timer 0 
only)
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x8E

SFR Definition 32.1. CKCON: Clock Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name T3MH T3ML T2MH T2ML T1M T0M SCA[1:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 T3MH Timer 3 High Byte Clock Select.

Selects the clock supplied to the Timer 3 high byte (split 8-bit timer mode only).
0: Timer 3 high byte uses the clock defined by the T3XCLK bit in TMR3CN.
1: Timer 3 high byte uses the system clock.

6 T3ML Timer 3 Low Byte Clock Select.

Selects the clock supplied to Timer 3. Selects the clock supplied to the lower 8-bit timer 
in split 8-bit timer mode.
0: Timer 3 low byte uses the clock defined by the T3XCLK bit in TMR3CN.
1: Timer 3 low byte uses the system clock.

5 T2MH Timer 2 High Byte Clock Select.

Selects the clock supplied to the Timer 2 high byte (split 8-bit timer mode only).
0: Timer 2 high byte uses the clock defined by the T2XCLK bit in TMR2CN.
1: Timer 2 high byte uses the system clock.

4 T2ML Timer 2 Low Byte Clock Select.

Selects the clock supplied to Timer 2. If Timer 2 is configured in split 8-bit timer mode, 
this bit selects the clock supplied to the lower 8-bit timer.
0: Timer 2 low byte uses the clock defined by the T2XCLK bit in TMR2CN.
1: Timer 2 low byte uses the system clock.

3 T1M Timer 1 Clock Select.

Selects the clock source supplied to Timer 1. Ignored when C/T1 is set to 1.
0: Timer 1 uses the clock defined by the prescale bits SCA[1:0].
1: Timer 1 uses the system clock.

2 T0M Timer 0 Clock Select.

Selects the clock source supplied to Timer 0. Ignored when C/T0 is set to 1.
0: Counter/Timer 0 uses the clock defined by the prescale bits SCA[1:0].
1: Counter/Timer 0 uses the system clock.

1:0 SCA[1:0] Timer 0/1 Prescale Bits.

These bits control the Timer 0/1 Clock Prescaler:
00: System clock divided by 12
01: System clock divided by 4
10: System clock divided by 48
11: External clock divided by 8 (synchronized with the system clock)
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32.1.  Timer 0 and Timer 1
Each timer is implemented as a 16-bit register accessed as two separate bytes: a low byte (TL0 or TL1) 
and a high byte (TH0 or TH1). The Counter/Timer Control register (TCON) is used to enable Timer 0 and 
Timer 1 as well as indicate status. Timer 0 interrupts can be enabled by setting the ET0 bit in the IE regis-
ter (Section “17.5. Interrupt Register Descriptions” on page 235); Timer 1 interrupts can be enabled by set-
ting the ET1 bit in the IE register (Section “17.5. Interrupt Register Descriptions” on page 235). Both 
counter/timers operate in one of four primary modes selected by setting the Mode Select bits T1M1–T0M0 
in the Counter/Timer Mode register (TMOD). Each timer can be configured independently. Each operating 
mode is described below.

32.1.1. Mode 0: 13-bit Counter/Timer

Timer 0 and Timer 1 operate as 13-bit counter/timers in Mode 0. The following describes the configuration 
and operation of Timer 0. However, both timers operate identically, and Timer 1 is configured in the same 
manner as described for Timer 0.

The TH0 register holds the eight MSBs of the 13-bit counter/timer. TL0 holds the five LSBs in bit positions 
TL0.4–TL0.0. The three upper bits of TL0 (TL0.7–TL0.5) are indeterminate and should be masked out or 
ignored when reading. As the 13-bit timer register increments and overflows from 0x1FFF (all ones) to 
0x0000, the timer overflow flag TF0 (TCON.5) is set and an interrupt will occur if Timer 0 interrupts are 
enabled. 

The C/T0 bit (TMOD.2) selects the counter/timer's clock source. When C/T0 is set to logic 1, high-to-low 
transitions at the selected Timer 0 input pin (T0) increment the timer register (Refer to Section 
“27.3. Priority Crossbar Decoder” on page 355 for information on selecting and configuring external I/O 
pins). Clearing C/T selects the clock defined by the T0M bit (CKCON.3). When T0M is set, Timer 0 is 
clocked by the system clock. When T0M is cleared, Timer 0 is clocked by the source selected by the Clock 
Scale bits in CKCON (see SFR Definition 32.1).

Setting the TR0 bit (TCON.4) enables the timer when either GATE0 (TMOD.3) is logic 0 or the input signal 
INT0 is active as defined by bit IN0PL in register IT01CF (see SFR Definition 17.7). Setting GATE0 to 1 
allows the timer to be controlled by the external input signal INT0 (see Section “17.5. Interrupt Register 
Descriptions” on page 235), facilitating pulse width measurements

Setting TR0 does not force the timer to reset. The timer registers should be loaded with the desired initial 
value before the timer is enabled.

TL1 and TH1 form the 13-bit register for Timer 1 in the same manner as described above for TL0 and TH0. 
Timer 1 is configured and controlled using the relevant TCON and TMOD bits just as with Timer 0. The 
input signal INT1 is used with Timer 1; the INT1 polarity is defined by bit IN1PL in register IT01CF (see 
SFR Definition 17.7).

Table 32.1. Timer 0 Running Modes

TR0 GATE0 INT0 Counter/Timer

0 X X Disabled

1 0 X Enabled

1 1 0 Disabled

1 1 1 Enabled

Note: X = Don't Care
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Figure 32.1. T0 Mode 0 Block Diagram

32.1.2. Mode 1: 16-bit Counter/Timer

Mode 1 operation is the same as Mode 0, except that the counter/timer registers use all 16 bits. The 
counter/timers are enabled and configured in Mode 1 in the same manner as for Mode 0. 

32.1.3. Mode 2: 8-bit Counter/Timer with Auto-Reload

Mode 2 configures Timer 0 and Timer 1 to operate as 8-bit counter/timers with automatic reload of the start 
value. TL0 holds the count and TH0 holds the reload value. When the counter in TL0 overflows from all 
ones to 0x00, the timer overflow flag TF0 (TCON.5) is set and the counter in TL0 is reloaded from TH0. If 
Timer 0 interrupts are enabled, an interrupt will occur when the TF0 flag is set. The reload value in TH0 is 
not changed. TL0 must be initialized to the desired value before enabling the timer for the first count to be 
correct. When in Mode 2, Timer 1 operates identically to Timer 0. 

Both counter/timers are enabled and configured in Mode 2 in the same manner as Mode 0. Setting the 
TR0 bit (TCON.4) enables the timer when either GATE0 (TMOD.3) is logic 0 or when the input signal INT0
is active as defined by bit IN0PL in register IT01CF (see Section “17.6. External Interrupts INT0 and INT1” 
on page 242 for details on the external input signals INT0 and INT1).
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Figure 32.2. T0 Mode 2 Block Diagram

32.1.4. Mode 3: Two 8-bit Counter/Timers (Timer 0 Only)

In Mode 3, Timer 0 is configured as two separate 8-bit counter/timers held in TL0 and TH0. The 
counter/timer in TL0 is controlled using the Timer 0 control/status bits in TCON and TMOD: TR0, C/T0, 
GATE0 and TF0. TL0 can use either the system clock or an external input signal as its timebase. The TH0 
register is restricted to a timer function sourced by the system clock or prescaled clock. TH0 is enabled 
using the Timer 1 run control bit TR1. TH0 sets the Timer 1 overflow flag TF1 on overflow and thus controls 
the Timer 1 interrupt.

Timer 1 is inactive in Mode 3. When Timer 0 is operating in Mode 3, Timer 1 can be operated in Modes 0, 
1 or 2, but cannot be clocked by external signals nor set the TF1 flag and generate an interrupt. However, 
the Timer 1 overflow can be used to generate baud rates for the SMBus and/or UART, and/or initiate ADC 
conversions. While Timer 0 is operating in Mode 3, Timer 1 run control is handled through its mode set-
tings. To run Timer 1 while Timer 0 is in Mode 3, set the Timer 1 Mode as 0, 1, or 2. To disable Timer 1, 
configure it for Mode 3.

TCLK

TMOD
T
1
M
1

T
1
M
0

C
/
T
1

G
A
T
E
1

G
A
T
E
0

C
/
T
0

T
0
M
1

T
0
M
0

  T
C

O
N

TF0
TR0

TR1
TF1

IE1
IT1
IE0
IT0

Interrupt
TL0

(8 bits)

ReloadTH0
(8 bits)

0

1

0

1SYSCLK

Pre-scaled Clock

IT01CF
I
N
1
S
L
1

I
N
1
S
L
0

I
N
1
S
L
2

I
N
1
P
L

I
N
0
P
L

I
N
0
S
L
2

I
N
0
S
L
1

I
N
0
S
L
0

TR0

GATE0

IN0PL XOR
INT0

T0

Crossbar

CKCON
T
3
M
H

T
3
M
L

S
C
A
0

S
C
A
1

T
0
M

T
2
M
H

T
2
M
L

T
1
M



C8051F96x

449 Rev. 1.0

Figure 32.3. T0 Mode 3 Block Diagram
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SFR Page = All Pages; SFR Address = 0x88; Bit-Addressable

SFR Definition 32.2. TCON: Timer Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TF1 TR1 TF0 TR0 IE1 IT1 IE0 IT0

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 TF1 Timer 1 Overflow Flag.

Set to 1 by hardware when Timer 1 overflows. This flag can be cleared by software 
but is automatically cleared when the CPU vectors to the Timer 1 interrupt service 
routine.

6 TR1 Timer 1 Run Control.

Timer 1 is enabled by setting this bit to 1.

5 TF0 Timer 0 Overflow Flag.

Set to 1 by hardware when Timer 0 overflows. This flag can be cleared by software 
but is automatically cleared when the CPU vectors to the Timer 0 interrupt service 
routine.

4 TR0 Timer 0 Run Control.

Timer 0 is enabled by setting this bit to 1.

3 IE1 External Interrupt 1. 

This flag is set by hardware when an edge/level of type defined by IT1 is detected. It 
can be cleared by software but is automatically cleared when the CPU vectors to the 
External Interrupt 1 service routine in edge-triggered mode.

2 IT1 Interrupt 1 Type Select. 

This bit selects whether the configured INT1 interrupt will be edge or level sensitive. 
INT1 is configured active low or high by the IN1PL bit in the IT01CF register (see 
SFR Definition 17.7).
0: INT1 is level triggered.
1: INT1 is edge triggered.

1 IE0 External Interrupt 0. 

This flag is set by hardware when an edge/level of type defined by IT1 is detected. It 
can be cleared by software but is automatically cleared when the CPU vectors to the 
External Interrupt 0 service routine in edge-triggered mode.

0 IT0 Interrupt 0 Type Select. 

This bit selects whether the configured INT0 interrupt will be edge or level sensitive. 
INT0 is configured active low or high by the IN0PL bit in register IT01CF (see SFR 
Definition 17.7).
0: INT0 is level triggered.
1: INT0 is edge triggered.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x89

SFR Definition 32.3. TMOD: Timer Mode

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name GATE1 C/T1 T1M[1:0] GATE0 C/T0 T0M[1:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 GATE1 Timer 1 Gate Control.

0: Timer 1 enabled when TR1 = 1 irrespective of INT1 logic level.
1: Timer 1 enabled only when TR1 = 1 AND INT1 is active as defined by bit IN1PL in 
register IT01CF (see SFR Definition 17.7).

6 C/T1 Counter/Timer 1 Select. 

0: Timer: Timer 1 incremented by clock defined by T1M bit in register CKCON.
1: Counter: Timer 1 incremented by high-to-low transitions on external pin (T1).

5:4 T1M[1:0] Timer 1 Mode Select. 

These bits select the Timer 1 operation mode.
00: Mode 0, 13-bit Counter/Timer
01: Mode 1, 16-bit Counter/Timer
10: Mode 2, 8-bit Counter/Timer with Auto-Reload
11: Mode 3, Timer 1 Inactive

3 GATE0 Timer 0 Gate Control.

0: Timer 0 enabled when TR0 = 1 irrespective of INT0 logic level.
1: Timer 0 enabled only when TR0 = 1 AND INT0 is active as defined by bit IN0PL in 
register IT01CF (see SFR Definition 17.7).

2 C/T0 Counter/Timer 0 Select. 

0: Timer: Timer 0 incremented by clock defined by T0M bit in register CKCON.
1: Counter: Timer 0 incremented by high-to-low transitions on external pin (T0).

1:0 T0M[1:0] Timer 0 Mode Select. 

These bits select the Timer 0 operation mode.
00: Mode 0, 13-bit Counter/Timer
01: Mode 1, 16-bit Counter/Timer
10: Mode 2, 8-bit Counter/Timer with Auto-Reload
11: Mode 3, Two 8-bit Counter/Timers
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x8A

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x8B

SFR Definition 32.4. TL0: Timer 0 Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TL0[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TL0[7:0] Timer 0 Low Byte. 

The TL0 register is the low byte of the 16-bit Timer 0.

SFR Definition 32.5. TL1: Timer 1 Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TL1[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TL1[7:0] Timer 1 Low Byte. 

The TL1 register is the low byte of the 16-bit Timer 1.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x8C

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x8D

SFR Definition 32.6. TH0: Timer 0 High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TH0[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TH0[7:0] Timer 0 High Byte. 

The TH0 register is the high byte of the 16-bit Timer 0.

SFR Definition 32.7. TH1: Timer 1 High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TH1[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TH1[7:0] Timer 1 High Byte. 

The TH1 register is the high byte of the 16-bit Timer 1.
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32.2.  Timer 2
Timer 2 is a 16-bit timer formed by two 8-bit SFRs: TMR2L (low byte) and TMR2H (high byte). Timer 2 may 
operate in 16-bit auto-reload mode or (split) 8-bit auto-reload mode. The T2SPLIT bit (TMR2CN.3) defines 
the Timer 2 operation mode. Timer 2 can also be used in Capture Mode to measure the SmaRTClock or 
the Comparator 0 period with respect to another oscillator. The ability to measure the Comparator 0 period 
with respect to the system clock is makes using Touch Sense Switches very easy.

Timer 2 may be clocked by the system clock, the system clock divided by 12, SmaRTClock divided by 8, or 
Comparator 0 output. Note that the SmaRTClock divided by 8 and Comparator 0 output is synchronized 
with the system clock.

32.2.1. 16-bit Timer with Auto-Reload

When T2SPLIT (TMR2CN.3) is zero, Timer 2 operates as a 16-bit timer with auto-reload. Timer 2 can be 
clocked by SYSCLK, SYSCLK divided by 12, SmaRTClock divided by 8, or Comparator 0 output. As the 
16-bit timer register increments and overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000, the 16-bit value in the Timer 2 
reload registers (TMR2RLH and TMR2RLL) is loaded into the Timer 2 register as shown in Figure 32.4, 
and the Timer 2 High Byte Overflow Flag (TMR2CN.7) is set. If Timer 2 interrupts are enabled (if IE.5 is 
set), an interrupt will be generated on each Timer 2 overflow. Additionally, if Timer 2 interrupts are enabled 
and the TF2LEN bit is set (TMR2CN.5), an interrupt will be generated each time the lower 8 bits (TMR2L) 
overflow from 0xFF to 0x00.

Figure 32.4. Timer 2 16-Bit Mode Block Diagram
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32.2.2. 8-bit Timers with Auto-Reload

When T2SPLIT is set, Timer 2 operates as two 8-bit timers (TMR2H and TMR2L). Both 8-bit timers oper-
ate in auto-reload mode as shown in Figure 32.5. TMR2RLL holds the reload value for TMR2L; TMR2RLH 
holds the reload value for TMR2H. The TR2 bit in TMR2CN handles the run control for TMR2H. TMR2L is 
always running when configured for 8-bit Mode.

Each 8-bit timer may be configured to use SYSCLK, SYSCLK divided by 12, SmaRTClock divided by 8 or 
Comparator 0 output. The Timer 2 Clock Select bits (T2MH and T2ML in CKCON) select either SYSCLK or 
the clock defined by the Timer 2 External Clock Select bits (T2XCLK[1:0] in TMR2CN), as follows:

The TF2H bit is set when TMR2H overflows from 0xFF to 0x00; the TF2L bit is set when TMR2L overflows 
from 0xFF to 0x00. When Timer 2 interrupts are enabled (IE.5), an interrupt is generated each time 
TMR2H overflows. If Timer 2 interrupts are enabled and TF2LEN (TMR2CN.5) is set, an interrupt is gener-
ated each time either TMR2L or TMR2H overflows. When TF2LEN is enabled, software must check the 
TF2H and TF2L flags to determine the source of the Timer 2 interrupt. The TF2H and TF2L interrupt flags 
are not cleared by hardware and must be manually cleared by software.

Figure 32.5. Timer 2 8-Bit Mode Block Diagram
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When Capture Mode is enabled, a capture event will be generated either every Comparator 0 rising edge 
or every 8 SmaRTClock clock cycles, depending on the T2XCLK1 setting. When the capture event occurs, 
the contents of Timer 2 (TMR2H:TMR2L) are loaded into the Timer 2 reload registers 
(TMR2RLH:TMR2RLL) and the TF2H flag is set (triggering an interrupt if Timer 2 interrupts are enabled). 
By recording the difference between two successive timer capture values, the Comparator 0 or SmaRT-
Clock period can be determined with respect to the Timer 2 clock. The Timer 2 clock should be much faster 
than the capture clock to achieve an accurate reading. 

For example, if T2ML = 1b, T2XCLK1 = 0b, and TF2CEN = 1b, Timer 2 will clock every SYSCLK and cap-
ture every SmaRTClock clock divided by 8. If the SYSCLK is 24.5 MHz and the difference between two 
successive captures is 5984, then the SmaRTClock clock is as follows:

24.5 MHz/(5984/8) = 0.032754 MHz or 32.754 kHz.

This mode allows software to determine the exact SmaRTClock frequency in self-oscillate mode and the 
time between consecutive Comparator 0 rising edges, which is useful for detecting changes in the capaci-
tance of a Touch Sense Switch.

Figure 32.6. Timer 2 Capture Mode Block Diagram
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xC8; Bit-Addressable

SFR Definition 32.8. TMR2CN: Timer 2 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TF2H TF2L TF2LEN TF2CEN T2SPLIT TR2 T2XCLK[1:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 TF2H Timer 2 High Byte Overflow Flag.

Set by hardware when the Timer 2 high byte overflows from 0xFF to 0x00. In 16 bit 
mode, this will occur when Timer 2 overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000. When the 
Timer 2 interrupt is enabled, setting this bit causes the CPU to vector to the 
Timer 2 interrupt service routine. This bit is not automatically cleared by hardware.

6 TF2L Timer 2 Low Byte Overflow Flag.

Set by hardware when the Timer 2 low byte overflows from 0xFF to 0x00. TF2L will 
be set when the low byte overflows regardless of the Timer 2 mode. This bit is not 
automatically cleared by hardware.

5 TF2LEN Timer 2 Low Byte Interrupt Enable.

When set to 1, this bit enables Timer 2 Low Byte interrupts. If Timer 2 interrupts 
are also enabled, an interrupt will be generated when the low byte of Timer 2 over-
flows.

4 TF2CEN Timer 2 Capture Enable.

When set to 1, this bit enables Timer 2 Capture Mode. 

3 T2SPLIT Timer 2 Split Mode Enable.

When set to 1, Timer 2 operates as two 8-bit timers with auto-reload. Otherwise, 
Timer 2 operates in 16-bit auto-reload mode.

2 TR2 Timer 2 Run Control. 

Timer 2 is enabled by setting this bit to 1. In 8-bit mode, this bit enables/disables 
TMR2H only; TMR2L is always enabled in split mode.

1:0 T2XCLK[1:0] Timer 2 External Clock Select.

This bit selects the “external” and “capture trigger” clock sources for Timer 2. If 
Timer 2 is in 8-bit mode, this bit selects the “external” clock source for both timer 
bytes. Timer 2 Clock Select bits (T2MH and T2ML in register CKCON) may still be 
used to select between the “external” clock and the system clock for either timer.
Note: External clock sources are synchronized with the system clock.
00: External Clock is SYSCLK/12. Capture trigger is SmaRTClock/8.
01: External Clock is Comparator 0. Capture trigger is SmaRTClock/8.
10: External Clock is SYSCLK/12. Capture trigger is Comparator 0.
11: External Clock is SmaRTClock/8. Capture trigger is Comparator 0.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xCA

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xCB

SFR Definition 32.9. TMR2RLL: Timer 2 Reload Register Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR2RLL[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR2RLL[7:0] Timer 2 Reload Register Low Byte.

TMR2RLL holds the low byte of the reload value for Timer 2.

SFR Definition 32.10. TMR2RLH: Timer 2 Reload Register High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR2RLH[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR2RLH[7:0] Timer 2 Reload Register High Byte.

TMR2RLH holds the high byte of the reload value for Timer 2.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xCC

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xCD

SFR Definition 32.11. TMR2L: Timer 2 Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR2L[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR2L[7:0] Timer 2 Low Byte.

In 16-bit mode, the TMR2L register contains the low byte of the 16-bit Timer 2. In 8-
bit mode, TMR2L contains the 8-bit low byte timer value.

SFR Definition 32.12. TMR2H Timer 2 High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR2H[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR2H[7:0] Timer 2 High Byte.

In 16-bit mode, the TMR2H register contains the high byte of the 16-bit Timer 2. In 8-
bit mode, TMR2H contains the 8-bit high byte timer value.
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32.3.  Timer 3
Timer 3 is a 16-bit timer formed by two 8-bit SFRs: TMR3L (low byte) and TMR3H (high byte). Timer 3 may 
operate in 16-bit auto-reload mode or (split) 8-bit auto-reload mode. The T3SPLIT bit (TMR2CN.3) defines 
the Timer 3 operation mode. Timer 3 can also be used in Capture Mode to measure the external oscillator 
source or the SmaRTClock oscillator period with respect to another oscillator. 

Timer 3 may be clocked by the system clock, the system clock divided by 12, external oscillator source 
divided by 8, or the SmaRTClock oscillator. The external oscillator source divided by 8 and SmaRTClock 
oscillator is synchronized with the system clock.

32.3.1. 16-bit Timer with Auto-Reload

When T3SPLIT (TMR3CN.3) is zero, Timer 3 operates as a 16-bit timer with auto-reload. Timer 3 can be 
clocked by SYSCLK, SYSCLK divided by 12, external oscillator clock source divided by 8, or SmaRTClock 
oscillator. As the 16-bit timer register increments and overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000, the 16-bit value in 
the Timer 3 reload registers (TMR3RLH and TMR3RLL) is loaded into the Timer 3 register as shown in 
Figure 32.7, and the Timer 3 High Byte Overflow Flag (TMR3CN.7) is set. If Timer 3 interrupts are enabled 
(if EIE1.7 is set), an interrupt will be generated on each Timer 3 overflow. Additionally, if Timer 3 interrupts 
are enabled and the TF3LEN bit is set (TMR3CN.5), an interrupt will be generated each time the lower 8 
bits (TMR3L) overflow from 0xFF to 0x00.

Figure 32.7. Timer 3 16-Bit Mode Block Diagram
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32.3.2. 8-Bit Timers with Auto-Reload

When T3SPLIT is set, Timer 3 operates as two 8-bit timers (TMR3H and TMR3L). Both 8-bit timers oper-
ate in auto-reload mode as shown in Figure 32.8. TMR3RLL holds the reload value for TMR3L; TMR3RLH 
holds the reload value for TMR3H. The TR3 bit in TMR3CN handles the run control for TMR3H. TMR3L is 
always running when configured for 8-bit Mode.

Each 8-bit timer may be configured to use SYSCLK, SYSCLK divided by 12, the external oscillator clock 
source divided by 8, or the SmaRTClock. The Timer 3 Clock Select bits (T3MH and T3ML in CKCON) 
select either SYSCLK or the clock defined by the Timer 3 External Clock Select bits (T3XCLK[1:0] in 
TMR3CN), as follows:

The TF3H bit is set when TMR3H overflows from 0xFF to 0x00; the TF3L bit is set when TMR3L overflows 
from 0xFF to 0x00. When Timer 3 interrupts are enabled, an interrupt is generated each time TMR3H over-
flows. If Timer 3 interrupts are enabled and TF3LEN (TMR3CN.5) is set, an interrupt is generated each 
time either TMR3L or TMR3H overflows. When TF3LEN is enabled, software must check the TF3H and 
TF3L flags to determine the source of the Timer 3 interrupt. The TF3H and TF3L interrupt flags are not 
cleared by hardware and must be manually cleared by software.

Figure 32.8. Timer 3 8-Bit Mode Block Diagram
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Setting TF3CEN to 1 enables the SmaRTClock/External Oscillator Capture Mode for Timer 3. In this mode, 
T3SPLIT should be set to 0, as the full 16-bit timer is used. 

When Capture Mode is enabled, a capture event will be generated either every SmaRTClock rising edge 
or every 8 external clock cycles, depending on the T3XCLK1 setting. When the capture event occurs, the 
contents of Timer 3 (TMR3H:TMR3L) are loaded into the Timer 3 reload registers (TMR3RLH:TMR3RLL) 
and the TF3H flag is set (triggering an interrupt if Timer 3 interrupts are enabled). By recording the differ-
ence between two successive timer capture values, the SmaRTClock or external clock period can be 
determined with respect to the Timer 3 clock. The Timer 3 clock should be much faster than the capture 
clock to achieve an accurate reading. 

For example, if T3ML = 1b, T3XCLK1 = 0b, and TF3CEN = 1b, Timer 3 will clock every SYSCLK and cap-
ture every SmaRTClock rising edge. If SYSCLK is 24.5 MHz and the difference between two successive 
captures is 350 counts, then the SmaRTClock period is as follows:

350 x (1 / 24.5 MHz) = 14.2 µs.

This mode allows software to determine the exact frequency of the external oscillator in C and RC mode or 
the time between consecutive SmaRTClock rising edges, which is useful for determining the SmaRTClock 
frequency.

Figure 32.9. Timer 3 Capture Mode Block Diagram

External C lock/8

SYSCLK

0

1

T3XCLK1

CKCO N
T
3
M
H

T
3
M
L

S
C
A
0

S
C
A
1

T
0
M

T
2
M
H

T
2
M
L

T
1
M

TM R3L TM R3H
TCLKTR3

TM R3RLL TM R3RLH

Capture

T
M

R
3

C
N

T3SPLIT

T3XCLK1

TF3CEN

TF3L
TF3H

T3XCLK0

TR3

TF3LEN

TF3CEN
Interrupt

SYSCLK/12 X0

T3XCLK[1:0]

01

11Sm aRTClock

0

1

Sm aRTClock

External C lock/8



C8051F96x

463 Rev. 1.0

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x91

SFR Definition 32.13. TMR3CN: Timer 3 Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TF3H TF3L TF3LEN TF3CEN T3SPLIT TR3 T3XCLK[1:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 TF3H Timer 3 High Byte Overflow Flag.

Set by hardware when the Timer 3 high byte overflows from 0xFF to 0x00. In 16 bit 
mode, this will occur when Timer 3 overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000. When the 
Timer 3 interrupt is enabled, setting this bit causes the CPU to vector to the Timer 3 
interrupt service routine. This bit is not automatically cleared by hardware.

6 TF3L Timer 3 Low Byte Overflow Flag.

Set by hardware when the Timer 3 low byte overflows from 0xFF to 0x00. TF3L will 
be set when the low byte overflows regardless of the Timer 3 mode. This bit is not 
automatically cleared by hardware.

5 TF3LEN Timer 3 Low Byte Interrupt Enable.

When set to 1, this bit enables Timer 3 Low Byte interrupts. If Timer 3 interrupts are 
also enabled, an interrupt will be generated when the low byte of Timer 3 overflows.

4 TF3CEN Timer 3 SmaRTClock/External Oscillator Capture Enable.

When set to 1, this bit enables Timer 3 Capture Mode. 

3 T3SPLIT Timer 3 Split Mode Enable.

When this bit is set, Timer 3 operates as two 8-bit timers with auto-reload.
0: Timer 3 operates in 16-bit auto-reload mode.
1: Timer 3 operates as two 8-bit auto-reload timers.

2 TR3 Timer 3 Run Control. 

Timer 3 is enabled by setting this bit to 1. In 8-bit mode, this bit enables/disables 
TMR3H only; TMR3L is always enabled in split mode.

1:0 T3XCLK[1:0] Timer 3 External Clock Select.

This bit selects the “external” and “capture trigger” clock sources for Timer 3. If 
Timer 3 is in 8-bit mode, this bit selects the “external” clock source for both timer 
bytes. Timer 3 Clock Select bits (T3MH and T3ML in register CKCON) may still be 
used to select between the “external” clock and the system clock for either timer.
Note: External clock sources are synchronized with the system clock.
00: External Clock is SYSCLK /12. Capture trigger is SmaRTClock.
01: External Clock is External Oscillator/8. Capture trigger is SmaRTClock.
10: External Clock is SYSCLK/12. Capture trigger is External Oscillator/8.
11: External Clock is SmaRTClock. Capture trigger is External Oscillator/8.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x92

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x93

SFR Definition 32.14. TMR3RLL: Timer 3 Reload Register Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR3RLL[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR3RLL[7:0] Timer 3 Reload Register Low Byte.

TMR3RLL holds the low byte of the reload value for Timer 3.

SFR Definition 32.15. TMR3RLH: Timer 3 Reload Register High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR3RLH[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR3RLH[7:0] Timer 3 Reload Register High Byte.

TMR3RLH holds the high byte of the reload value for Timer 3.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x94

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0x95

SFR Definition 32.16. TMR3L: Timer 3 Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR3L[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR3L[7:0] Timer 3 Low Byte.

In 16-bit mode, the TMR3L register contains the low byte of the 16-bit Timer 3. In 
8-bit mode, TMR3L contains the 8-bit low byte timer value.

SFR Definition 32.17. TMR3H Timer 3 High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name TMR3H[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 TMR3H[7:0] Timer 3 High Byte.

In 16-bit mode, the TMR3H register contains the high byte of the 16-bit Timer 3. In 
8-bit mode, TMR3H contains the 8-bit high byte timer value.
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33.  Programmable Counter Array

The Programmable Counter Array (PCA0) provides enhanced timer functionality while requiring less CPU 
intervention than the standard 8051 counter/timers. The PCA consists of a dedicated 16-bit counter/timer 
and six 16-bit capture/compare modules. Each capture/compare module has its own associated I/O line 
(CEXn) which is routed through the Crossbar to Port I/O when enabled. The counter/timer is driven by a 
programmable timebase that can select between seven sources: system clock, system clock divided by 
four, system clock divided by twelve, the external oscillator clock source divided by 8, SmaRTClock divided 
by 8, Timer 0 overflows, or an external clock signal on the ECI input pin. Each capture/compare module 
may be configured to operate independently in one of six modes: Edge-Triggered Capture, Software Timer, 
High-Speed Output, Frequency Output, 8 to 11-Bit PWM, or 16-Bit PWM (each mode is described in Sec-
tion “33.3. Capture/Compare Modules” on page 469). The external oscillator clock option is ideal for real-
time clock (RTC) functionality, allowing the PCA to be clocked by a precision external oscillator while the 
internal oscillator drives the system clock. The PCA is configured and controlled through the system con-
troller's Special Function Registers. The PCA block diagram is shown in Figure 33.1

Important Note: The PCA Module 5 may be used as a watchdog timer (WDT), and is enabled in this mode 
following a system reset. Access to certain PCA registers is restricted while WDT mode is enabled. 
See Section 33.4 for details.

Figure 33.1. PCA Block Diagram
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33.1.  PCA Counter/Timer
The 16-bit PCA counter/timer consists of two 8-bit SFRs: PCA0L and PCA0H. PCA0H is the high byte 
(MSB) of the 16-bit counter/timer and PCA0L is the low byte (LSB).   Reading PCA0L automatically latches 
the value of PCA0H into a “snapshot” register; the following PCA0H read accesses this “snapshot” register. 
Reading the PCA0L Register first guarantees an accurate reading of the entire 16-bit PCA0 counter.
Reading PCA0H or PCA0L does not disturb the counter operation. The CPS2–CPS0 bits in the PCA0MD 
register select the timebase for the counter/timer as shown in Table 33.1.

When the counter/timer overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000, the Counter Overflow Flag (CF) in PCA0MD is 
set to logic 1 and an interrupt request is generated if CF interrupts are enabled. Setting the ECF bit in 
PCA0MD to logic 1 enables the CF flag to generate an interrupt request. The CF bit is not automatically 
cleared by hardware when the CPU vectors to the interrupt service routine, and must be cleared by soft-
ware. Clearing the CIDL bit in the PCA0MD register allows the PCA to continue normal operation while the 
CPU is in Idle mode.

Table 33.1. PCA Timebase Input Options

CPS2 CPS1 CPS0 Timebase

0 0 0 System clock divided by 12

0 0 1 System clock divided by 4

0 1 0 Timer 0 overflow

0 1 1 High-to-low transitions on ECI (max rate = system clock divided 
by 4)

1 0 0 System clock

1 0 1 External oscillator source divided by 81

1 1 0 SmaRTClock oscillator source divided by 82

1 1 1 Reserved

Notes:
1. External oscillator source divided by 8 is synchronized with the system clock.
2. SmaRTClock oscillator source divided by 8 is synchronized with the system clock.
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Figure 33.2. PCA Counter/Timer Block Diagram

33.2.  PCA0 Interrupt Sources
Figure 33.3 shows a diagram of the PCA interrupt tree. There are eight independent event flags that can 
be used to generate a PCA0 interrupt. They are: the main PCA counter overflow flag (CF), which is set 
upon a 16-bit overflow of the PCA0 counter, an intermediate overflow flag (COVF), which can be set on an 
overflow from the 8th, 9th, 10th, or 11th bit of the PCA0 counter, and the individual flags for each PCA 
channel (CCF0, CCF1, CCF2, CCF3, CCF4, and CCF5), which are set according to the operation mode of 
that module. These event flags are always set when the trigger condition occurs. Each of these flags can 
be individually selected to generate a PCA0 interrupt, using the corresponding interrupt enable flag (ECF 
for CF, ECOV for COVF, and ECCFn for each CCFn). PCA0 interrupts must be globally enabled before any 
individual interrupt sources are recognized by the processor. PCA0 interrupts are globally enabled by set-
ting the EA bit and the EPCA0 bit to logic 1.
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Figure 33.3. PCA Interrupt Block Diagram

33.3.  Capture/Compare Modules
Each module can be configured to operate independently in one of six operation modes: edge-triggered 
capture, software timer, high speed output, frequency output, 8 to 11-bit pulse width modulator, or 16-bit 
pulse width modulator. Each module has Special Function Registers (SFRs) associated with it in the CIP-
51 system controller. These registers are used to exchange data with a module and configure the module's 
mode of operation. Table 33.2 summarizes the bit settings in the PCA0CPMn and PCA0PWM registers 
used to select the PCA capture/compare module’s operating mode. Note that all modules set to use 8, 9, 
10, or 11-bit PWM mode must use the same cycle length (8-11 bits). Setting the ECCFn bit in a 
PCA0CPMn register enables the module's CCFn interrupt.

Table 33.2. PCA0CPM and PCA0PWM Bit Settings for PCA Capture/Compare Modules

Operational Mode PCA0CPMn PCA0PWM

Bit Number 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 7 6 5 4–2 1–0

Capture triggered by positive edge on CEXn X X 1 0 0 0 0 A 0 X B XXX XX

Capture triggered by negative edge on CEXn X X 0 1 0 0 0 A 0 X B XXX XX

Capture triggered by any transition on CEXn X X 1 1 0 0 0 A 0 X B XXX XX
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Figure 33.6. PCA High-Speed Output Mode Diagram

33.3.4. Frequency Output Mode

Frequency Output Mode produces a programmable-frequency square wave on the module’s associated 
CEXn pin. The capture/compare module high byte holds the number of PCA clocks to count before the out-
put is toggled. The frequency of the square wave is then defined by Equation 33.1.

Equation 33.1. Square Wave Frequency Output
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Frequency Output Mode is enabled by setting the ECOMn, TOGn, and PWMn bits in the PCA0CPMn reg-
ister. The MATn bit should normally be set to 0 in this mode. If the MATn bit is set to 1, the CCFn flag for 
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Match16-bit Comparator

PCA0H

PCA0CPHn

Enable

PCA0LPCA 
Timebase

PCA0CPLn

0

1

0 0 0 x

ENB

ENB

0

1

Write to 
PCA0CPLn

Write to 
PCA0CPHn

Reset

PCA0CPMn
P
W
M
1
6
n

E
C
O
M
n

E
C
C
F
n

T
O
G
n

P
W
M
n

C
A
P
P
n

C
A
P
N
n

M
A
T
n

x

CEXn
Crossbar Port I/O

Toggle
0

1

TOGn

PCA0CN
C
F

C
R

C
C
F
0

C
C
F
2

C
C
F
1

PCA Interrupt

FCEXn

FPCA

2 PCA0CPHn×
-----------------------------------------=

Note: A value of 0x00 in the PCA0CPHn register is equal to 256 for this equation.



C8051F96x

Rev. 1.0 480

33.5.  Register Descriptions for PCA0
Following are detailed descriptions of the special function registers related to the operation of the PCA.

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xD8; Bit-Addressable

SFR Definition 33.1. PCA0CN: PCA Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name CF CR CCF5 CCF4 CCF3 CCF2 CCF1 CCF0

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 CF PCA Counter/Timer Overflow Flag.

Set by hardware when the PCA Counter/Timer overflows from 0xFFFF to 0x0000. 
When the Counter/Timer Overflow (CF) interrupt is enabled, setting this bit causes the 
CPU to vector to the PCA interrupt service routine. This bit is not automatically cleared 
by hardware and must be cleared by software.

6 CR PCA Counter/Timer Run Control. 

This bit enables/disables the PCA Counter/Timer. 
0: PCA Counter/Timer disabled.
1: PCA Counter/Timer enabled.

5:0 CCF[5:0] PCA Module n Capture/Compare Flag. 

These bits are set by hardware when a match or capture occurs in the associated PCA 
Module n. When the CCFn interrupt is enabled, setting this bit causes the CPU to 
vector to the PCA interrupt service routine. This bit is not automatically cleared by 
hardware and must be cleared by software.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xD9

SFR Definition 33.2. PCA0MD: PCA Mode

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name CIDL WDTE WDLCK CPS2 CPS1 CPS0 ECF

Type R/W R/W R/W R R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 CIDL PCA Counter/Timer Idle Control.

Specifies PCA behavior when CPU is in Idle Mode.
0: PCA continues to function normally while the system controller is in Idle Mode.
1: PCA operation is suspended while the system controller is in Idle Mode.

6 WDTE Watchdog Timer Enable.

If this bit is set, PCA Module 5 is used as the watchdog timer.
0: Watchdog Timer disabled.
1: PCA Module 5 enabled as Watchdog Timer.

5 WDLCK Watchdog Timer Lock.

This bit locks/unlocks the Watchdog Timer Enable. When WDLCK is set, the Watchdog 
Timer may not be disabled until the next system reset.
0: Watchdog Timer Enable unlocked.
1: Watchdog Timer Enable locked.

4 Unused Read = 0b, Write = don't care.

3:1 CPS[2:0] PCA Counter/Timer Pulse Select. 

These bits select the timebase source for the PCA counter
000: System clock divided by 12
001: System clock divided by 4
010: Timer 0 overflow
011: High-to-low transitions on ECI (max rate = system clock divided by 4)
100: System clock
101: External clock divided by 8 (synchronized with the system clock)
110: SmaRTClock divided by 8 (synchronized with the system clock)
111: Reserved

0 ECF PCA Counter/Timer Overflow Interrupt Enable. 

This bit sets the masking of the PCA Counter/Timer Overflow (CF) interrupt. 
0: Disable the CF interrupt.
1: Enable a PCA Counter/Timer Overflow interrupt request when CF (PCA0CN.7) is 
set.

Note: When the WDTE bit is set to 1, the other bits in the PCA0MD register cannot be modified. To change the 
contents of the PCA0MD register, the Watchdog Timer must first be disabled.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xDF

SFR Definition 33.3. PCA0PWM: PCA PWM Configuration

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name ARSEL ECOV COVF CLSEL[1:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R R R R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 ARSEL Auto-Reload Register Select.

This bit selects whether to read and write the normal PCA capture/compare registers 
(PCA0CPn), or the Auto-Reload registers at the same SFR addresses. This function 
is used to define the reload value for 9, 10, and 11-bit PWM modes. In all other 
modes, the Auto-Reload registers have no function.
0: Read/Write Capture/Compare Registers at PCA0CPHn and PCA0CPLn.
1: Read/Write Auto-Reload Registers at PCA0CPHn and PCA0CPLn.

6 ECOV Cycle Overflow Interrupt Enable.

This bit sets the masking of the Cycle Overflow Flag (COVF) interrupt. 
0: COVF will not generate PCA interrupts.
1: A PCA interrupt will be generated when COVF is set.

5 COVF Cycle Overflow Flag.

This bit indicates an overflow of the 8th, 9th, 10th, or 11th bit of the main PCA counter 
(PCA0). The specific bit used for this flag depends on the setting of the Cycle Length 
Select bits. The bit can be set by hardware or software, but must be cleared by soft-
ware.
0: No overflow has occurred since the last time this bit was cleared.
1: An overflow has occurred since the last time this bit was cleared.

4:2 Unused Read = 000b; Write = don’t care.

1:0 CLSEL[1:0] Cycle Length Select.

When 16-bit PWM mode is not selected, these bits select the length of the PWM 
cycle, between 8, 9, 10, or 11 bits. This affects all channels configured for PWM which 
are not using 16-bit PWM mode. These bits are ignored for individual channels config-
ured to16-bit PWM mode.
00: 8 bits.
01: 9 bits.
10: 10 bits.
11: 11 bits.
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SFR Address, Page: PCA0CPM0 = 0xDA, 0x0; PCA0CPM1 = 0xDB, 0x0; PCA0CPM2 = 0xDC, 0x0 
 PCA0CPM3 = 0xDD, 0x0; PCA0CPM4 = 0xDE, 0x0; PCA0CPM5 = 0xCE, 0x0

SFR Definition 33.4. PCA0CPMn: PCA Capture/Compare Mode

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PWM16n ECOMn CAPPn CAPNn MATn TOGn PWMn ECCFn

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7 PWM16n 16-bit Pulse Width Modulation Enable.

This bit enables 16-bit mode when Pulse Width Modulation mode is enabled.
0: 8 to 11-bit PWM selected.
1: 16-bit PWM selected.

6 ECOMn Comparator Function Enable.

This bit enables the comparator function for PCA module n when set to 1.

5 CAPPn Capture Positive Function Enable. 

This bit enables the positive edge capture for PCA module n when set to 1. 

4 CAPNn Capture Negative Function Enable. 

This bit enables the negative edge capture for PCA module n when set to 1. 

3 MATn Match Function Enable. 

This bit enables the match function for PCA module n when set to 1. When enabled, 
matches of the PCA counter with a module's capture/compare register cause the CCFn 
bit in PCA0MD register to be set to logic 1. 

2 TOGn Toggle Function Enable. 

This bit enables the toggle function for PCA module n when set to 1. When enabled, 
matches of the PCA counter with a module's capture/compare register cause the logic 
level on the CEXn pin to toggle. If the PWMn bit is also set to logic 1, the module oper-
ates in Frequency Output Mode.

1 PWMn Pulse Width Modulation Mode Enable.

This bit enables the PWM function for PCA module n when set to 1. When enabled, a 
pulse width modulated signal is output on the CEXn pin. 8 to 11-bit PWM is used if 
PWM16n is cleared; 16-bit mode is used if PWM16n is set to logic 1. If the TOGn bit is 
also set, the module operates in Frequency Output Mode.

0 ECCFn Capture/Compare Flag Interrupt Enable. 

This bit sets the masking of the Capture/Compare Flag (CCFn) interrupt. 
0: Disable CCFn interrupts.
1: Enable a Capture/Compare Flag interrupt request when CCFn is set.

Note: When the WDTE bit is set to 1, the PCA0CPM5 register cannot be modified, and module 5 acts as the 
watchdog timer. To change the contents of the PCA0CPM5 register or the function of module 5, the Watchdog 
Timer must be disabled.
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SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xF9

SFR Page = 0x0; SFR Address = 0xFA

SFR Definition 33.5. PCA0L: PCA Counter/Timer Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PCA0[7:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 PCA0[7:0] PCA Counter/Timer Low Byte. 

The PCA0L register holds the low byte (LSB) of the 16-bit PCA Counter/Timer.

Note: When the WDTE bit is set to 1, the PCA0L register cannot be modified by software. To change the contents of 
the PCA0L register, the Watchdog Timer must first be disabled.

SFR Definition 33.6. PCA0H: PCA Counter/Timer High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PCA0[15:8]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 PCA0[15:8] PCA Counter/Timer High Byte. 

The PCA0H register holds the high byte (MSB) of the 16-bit PCA Counter/Timer. 
Reads of this register will read the contents of a “snapshot” register, whose contents 
are updated only when the contents of PCA0L are read (see Section 33.1).

Note: When the WDTE bit is set to 1, the PCA0H register cannot be modified by software. To change the contents of 
the PCA0H register, the Watchdog Timer must first be disabled.
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SFR Addresses: PCA0CPL0 = 0xFB, PCA0CPL1 = 0xE9, PCA0CPL2 = 0xEB, 
 PCA0CPL3 = 0xED, PCA0CPL4 = 0xFD, PCA0CPL5 = 0xD2

SFR Pages: PCA0CPL0 = 0x0, PCA0CPL1 = 0x0, PCA0CPL2 = 0x0, 
PCA0CPL3 = 0x0, PCA0CPL4 = 0x0, PCA0CPL5 = 0x0

SFR Addresses: PCA0CPH0 = 0xFC, PCA0CPH1 = 0xEA, PCA0CPH2 = 0xEC, 
 PCA0CPH3 = 0xEE, PCA0CPH4 = 0xFE, PCA0CPH5 = 0xD3

SFR Pages: PCA0CPH0 = 0x0, PCA0CPH1 = 0x0, PCA0CPH2 = 0x0, 
 PCA0CPH3 = 0x0, PCA0CPH4 = 0x0, PCA0CPH5 = 0x0 

SFR Definition 33.7. PCA0CPLn: PCA Capture Module Low Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PCA0CPn[7:0]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 PCA0CPn[7:0] PCA Capture Module Low Byte.

The PCA0CPLn register holds the low byte (LSB) of the 16-bit capture module n.
This register address also allows access to the low byte of the corresponding 
PCA channel’s auto-reload value for 9, 10, or 11-bit PWM mode. The ARSEL bit 
in register PCA0PWM controls which register is accessed.

Note: A write to this register will clear the module’s ECOMn bit to a 0.

SFR Definition 33.8. PCA0CPHn: PCA Capture Module High Byte

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name PCA0CPn[15:8]

Type R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 PCA0CPn[15:8] PCA Capture Module High Byte.

The PCA0CPHn register holds the high byte (MSB) of the 16-bit capture module n.
This register address also allows access to the high byte of the corresponding 
PCA channel’s auto-reload value for 9, 10, or 11-bit PWM mode. The ARSEL bit in 
register PCA0PWM controls which register is accessed.

Note: A write to this register will set the module’s ECOMn bit to a 1.
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34.  C2 Interface

C8051F96x devices include an on-chip Silicon Labs 2-Wire (C2) debug interface to allow Flash program-
ming and in-system debugging with the production part installed in the end application. The C2 interface 
uses a clock signal (C2CK) and a bi-directional C2 data signal (C2D) to transfer information between the 
device and a host system. See the C2 Interface Specification for details on the C2 protocol.

34.1.  C2 Interface Registers
The following describes the C2 registers necessary to perform Flash programming through the C2 inter-
face. All C2 registers are accessed through the C2 interface as described in the C2 Interface Specification.

C2 Register Definition 34.1. C2ADD: C2 Address

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name C2ADD[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 C2ADD[7:0] C2 Address.

The C2ADD register is accessed via the C2 interface to select the target Data register 
for C2 Data Read and Data Write commands.

Address Description

0x00 Selects the Device ID register for Data Read instructions

0x01 Selects the Revision ID register for Data Read instructions

0x02 Selects the C2 Flash Programming Control register for Data 
Read/Write instructions

0xB4 Selects the C2 Flash Programming Data register for Data 
Read/Write instructions
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C2 Address: 0x00

C2 Address: 0x01

C2 Register Definition 34.2. DEVICEID: C2 Device ID

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name DEVICEID[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 DEVICEID[7:0] Device ID.

This read-only register returns the 8-bit device ID: 0x2A (C8051F96x).

C2 Register Definition 34.3. REVID: C2 Revision ID

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name REVID[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies Varies

Bit Name Function

7:0 REVID[7:0] Revision ID.

This read-only register returns the 8-bit revision ID. 
0x01 = Revision A. 
0x02 = Revision B.
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C2 Address: 0x02

C2 Address: 0xB4

C2 Register Definition 34.4. FPCTL: C2 Flash Programming Control

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name FPCTL[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 FPCTL[7:0] Flash Programming Control Register.

This register is used to enable Flash programming via the C2 interface. To enable C2 
Flash programming, the following codes must be written in order: 0x02, 0x01. Note 
that once C2 Flash programming is enabled, a system reset must be issued to 
resume normal operation.

C2 Register Definition 34.5. FPDAT: C2 Flash Programming Data

Bit 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0

Name FPDAT[7:0]

Type R/W

Reset 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Bit Name Function

7:0 FPDAT[7:0] C2 Flash Programming Data Register.

This register is used to pass Flash commands, addresses, and data during C2 Flash 
accesses. Valid commands are listed below.

Code Command

0x06 Flash Block Read

0x07 Flash Block Write

0x08 Flash Page Erase

0x03 Device Erase
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34.2.  C2 Pin Sharing
The C2 protocol allows the C2 pins to be shared with user functions so that in-system debugging and 
Flash programming may be performed. This is possible because C2 communication is typically performed 
when the device is in the halt state, where all on-chip peripherals and user software are stalled. In this 
halted state, the C2 interface can safely ‘borrow’ the C2CK (RST) and C2D pins. In most applications, 
external resistors are required to isolate C2 interface traffic from the user application. A typical isolation 
configuration is shown in Figure 34.1.

Figure 34.1. Typical C2 Pin Sharing

The configuration in Figure 34.1 assumes the following:

1. The user input (b) cannot change state while the target device is halted.

2. The RST pin on the target device is used as an input only.

Additional resistors may be necessary depending on the specific application.

C2D

C2CKRST (a)

Input (b)

Output (c)

C2 Interface Master
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DOCUMENT CHANGE LIST

Revision 0.1 to Revision 0.2
 Added new content to DC0 chapter.

 Reordered chapters.

 Corrections to SFR tables.

 Updated Electrical Specifications.

Revision 0.2 to Revision 0.3
 Added new content to DMA0, CRC1, ENC0, SPI1, and Pulse Counter chapters.

 Added TQFP-80 package variant.

 Added package drawings and landing diagram for TQFP-80 package.

 Added via placement recommendations for DQFN-76 package.

 Updated electrical specifications.

 Corrections to SFR tables.

 Fixed inconsistencies in SFR names.

 Fixed inconsistencies in acronyms and terminology.

Revision 0.3 to Revision 0.5
 Updated maximum IBAT current using precision oscillator in Table 4.4.

 Updated sleep currents in Table 4.4.

 Added Note 1 to Table 4.6.

 Deleted SFR Page Stack Example in Special Function Registers chapter.

 Change description of SFRPGEN bit in SFRPGCN SFR definition.

 Added paragraph to Flash chapter to explain lock byte behavior on 128 kB devices.

 Corrected SFRPAGE in SPI1 SFR definitions 32.1/2/3.

Revision 0.5 to Revision 1.0
 Changed revision in ordering information from A to B.

 Fixed inconsistencies in VIORF pin definitions.

 Added note about IFBANK usage.

 Updated Table 4.4 Digital Supply Current—Sleep Mode (LCD disabled, RTC disabled) 3.6 V, 25 °C 
maximum to 0.23 µA.

 Fixed inconsistencies in description of reset behavior.

 Added encryption/decryption times to SFR Definition 14.1.

 Fixed inconsistencies in SFR Definition 14.2.

 Fixed inconsistencies in Port P2 through P7 SFR Definitions.

 All TBD specifications have been determined.
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